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ADVERTISEMENT. 


4 


HE tranſlator having had no- 
thing in view by the publication 
of the enſuing piece, but the infor- 


mation and welfare of mankind, a 


long preface is apprehended unne- 
ceflary : yet it may not be amils to 
appriſe the reader, that the worthy 
author holds an opinion reſpecting 
a future ſlate, which, though not 
generally adopted, or inculcated by 
education, is not peculiar to him 


ſelf, being alſo the opinion of many 
other eminent perſons, viz. That in 


futurity the ſoul paſſes through pro-. 


greſſrve ſlates, towards the utmoſt 


poſſible union with God. 
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[v1] 
The Author's PREFACE. 


PHE extreme facility with which the 


men of our times give into liberti- 


 ni/m, and enliſt themſelves entirely on 


that ſide of the queſtion, ſeems to ſhew in 
them a diſpoſition to be of /ome ſide, 


The want of principle produces this fa- 
cility, and yet the ideas which they adopt, 
and, which lead to libertiniſin, ſhew they 
have a certain inclination for ſome princi» + 
ples. There is then one trial more to be 
made; which 1s, to preſent them with a 
RELIGION, that is, the ſource of all true. 
principles, as well as the only fide for a 
man of ſenſe to egpouſe. To preſent the m 
with what de/erves to be called RELIG10N, 
and which, for that reaſon, ought to be 


: perfealy convenient for them, and to be 
as much ſuperior to what uſually bears that 


name, 


[vi ] 


dom is ſuperior to the imaginations and 
reaſonings which men form; this 1s the 
end of the following treatiſe, which 1s ad- 
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in the buſineſs of religion, and prefer- 
ring to ſuch emptineſs what the world 
ſcems to have of reality ; ; to all thoſe 
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as much as humanity requires, may only 


formed of the excellency of it, and the 
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with them | not only new graces (which | 
indeed, in what | they contain of par- 
ticular and hidden, may be of a nature 
to be conteſted). but alſo new knowledge ; 
truths which ſtrike, and which prove both 
the importance of thoſe times, and chat 


ey a are come. Some glimpſes of theſe 
; e 0s 
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| name; as what proceeds from Divine Wiſ- 


dreſſed to all thoſe who diſlike emptineſs 


who have not entirely renounced their 
ſeelings, and who, to enter into religion 


want to be encouraged to do it, to be in- 


advantages which the times we live in, 
preſent to them. Theſc times (the latter 
times, on which we are entering) bring 


ly 
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truths may be met with in going through 
this piece. Afterwards, if it is neceſſary, 
and if the notion of fanatici/m (under 
which head, according to the taſte in 
vogue, this eſſay may perhaps be ranked) 


does not frighten thoſe to whom it is ad- 


dreſſed, there may be means found to 
prove to them more exactly and clearly, 
that theſe times are come, and that they 
are deeply concerned not to reed them, 
and that they take their value as much 
from the graces that are deſigned for teach- 
able men, as from the truths which ſhall 
be diſcovered. : | 
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DIVINE INSTINCT 
- RECOMMENDED TO MEN. 


HE pivIxE 1NSTINCT is the ſource of all 

that is good in man. Religion is founded 

| thereon, and from thence all truth derives its 
force. It ſuits the greatneſs of God that it ſhould 
be thus; that man ſhould have in him a ſeed of 
religion, or ſpiritual life, as he has a ſeed of natu- 
ral life, or immortality ; ſince it is by religion alone 


that this immortality becomes a good to him. 
The darkneſs and deluſions which, in this world, 


are from all ſides preſenting themſelves, require 
that he ſhould have ſomething divine in him, to 
guard him againſt their influence; and even the 
original dignity of man, conſidered in ztelf, 
requires it. In every view man muſt have ſome- 


thing in him for his direction; and we muſt not 


imagine that Divine Wiſdom ſhould have ſubjeQed 
religion (the moſt. important of all things) either 
to his own reaſon, or that of another, which is the 


moſt uncertain and variable thing about him, 


WB; 174 rn HT Ti $4 burn rl Ys. 2-8 - F 
2 ) 3p 3 77 14 4 k 1 


8 
] 
| 
| 
be 
þ 
f 


* THE DIVINE INSTINCT 


and which was given him for a different uſe. 


Beſides, God alone being good, it follows, that 


religion, which contains the whole good of man, 


muſt flow from God, as it tends to him; that he 


muſt be both its principle and end. This princi- 
ple, this ſeed of religion, in man, is the pivins 
INSTINCT. placed in him, the worp by which he 
was created, and which alone can change and 
create him anew. By this word it 1s, that man 
has yet, notwithſtanding the fall, a communication 
with God, and God with man. He could not leave 
bim, in the wanderings into which he is led by 
the words of his own making; that is, by reaſoning, 
which ſeduces and leads him only to himſelf; 
while that word which is truth, leads him to the 


Divinity that declares it. To reſcue fallen man 


from the condition in which he now is, God firſt 
of all ſpeaks to him in his conſcience, where he 
eres his tribunal, to judge down all the evil in 
him, as that is what hinders his return to God; 
and afterwards by the ſame ſpeaking or divine 


inſtinẽt (which he has given him for his guide) he 
leads him into all good, by the path which is thus 


opened in his conſcience. It is only in this way of 
the Divinity ſpeaking to man, that he is nouri/hed 
by that trutſ which brings life; for the inſtruttions 
that come to him from without, are only efficacious 


as they are adopted and made powerful by this 


co-operating inward word. - This word makes itſelf 


heard in his heart more or leſs, as it finds there, 
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RECOMMENDED TO MEN. 3 


more or leſs, an increaſe of uprightneſs, or the 


love of truth: for it is on this diſpoſition, on the 
uprightneſs of the heart, that che word operates, 
after indeed it has wrought in man this uprightneſs 
2tfelf, and formed ſomething in him on which it 
may ſubſiſt. Man was made to be the habitation, 
the temple of God, where he takes pleaſure to be 
adored in ſecret, and ſecretly to work his wonders, 
before he manifeſts them outwardly, and rewards 
openly thoſe who have adored him in ſecret. He 
drwells not in temples made by the hands of man in any 
ſenſe. It is he himſelf that builds the place of his 
habitation, and it is for this end, .that he has 
placed his word in the heart of man. Its firſt care 


is to cleanſe and put the heart in a condition to 
ſerve him as an abode ; from thence it diſpoſes of 
the whole man, and brings him to order, to a 


dependence on the Divinity; in which alone 
conſiſts the reſtoration of man. A 


i 


Io concur with this deſign of Divine Providence, 


it is eſpecially neceſſary that men ſuffer themſelves 
to be cured of the diffidence or. doubts in which 
they are with regard i the inward word. They 
muſt reverence the ways of God in themſelves, 
that they may not be afraid to paſs from the-reli- 
gion which men teach (and which is arrived at its 
period) to that which comes immediately from 
God, and which, comprehending all that is moſt 
excellent and divine, was reſerved for the latter 
1 B 2 times, 


4 THE DIVINE INSTINCT 


times, for the times in which, that which is divine 


mould be manifeſted. After this, it ſhould not 
be difficult to make men comprehend, that the 
fpirit of God dwelling in them more or leſs, mult 


have with it that proportion of truth or inſtruftion 


which they peculiarly want ; that in the diſpoſition 
to receive it, is the faith required of them, and 
which he is ready to give to thoſe who deſire it; 
and that in order to make a due uſe of a diſpoſition 
which they can only receive from the Divinity, 


they ought not to think themſelves under a ne- 


ceſſity of ſeeking the truth elſewhere, and eſpecially 
that they are not reduced to ſeek it from thoſe, 


who, having only what they have given themſelves, 


to wit, mere ideal knowledge, are miſtaken as to 
God, for he has no regard to any thing but what 
comes from himſelf; it being diſhonourable to 
him, to ſuppoſe that his ways are of ſuch ſort, that 


| he puts men into the perplexity of ignorance of 


what he requires of them, and to the neceſſity of 


providing for themſelves, perſons who may inſtru . 


them in it. | He' reje&ts this reproach which the 


| blindneſs of man might throw upon his conduct; 
this pretext which man might make for his being 
without religion: and ſhews him in a very exact 


manner, both the place whence he ought to draw 
his inſtruction, and alſo where this inſtruftion is 


not to be found, and where man would only loſe his 
time in ſeeking for it. It is not in the heavens, that 
we ſhould ſay, Who ſhall go up to the heavens to bring 
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it down from thence, that we ſhould underſtand it, in 


order to do it? Nor is it beyond the ſea, that we 
oui fay, Who Hall fetch it from thence ? But this 


word is nigh thee, in thy heart, and in thy mouth, that 
thou mighteſt do it. There is then no need of dottors 
in the ſcience which they call Holy, and whoſe 
ſtudies ſeek him in the heavens; nor of doctor: 
in thoſe called Human Sciences ; ſciences foreign 
to the great buſineſs of man, in another ſenſe, 
and which are converſant about things leſs high. 
There is no need of divines or philoſophers to 
make us underſtand the will of God, as if learning 
was the means of obtaining it. It is manifeſted in 
man himſelf, and there is no perſon to whom it does 
not make itſelf known. The true miniſters, who are 
made as his trumpets for the ſpirit of God to ſpeak 
by to others, in his name, have it in their mouths 
where he puts it; and theſe who ought either to keep 
it for their own uſe, or elſe communicate it to others 
(the truths which for that end it diſcovers to them) 
have it previouſly in their hearts: in both it is 
the ſame word, and it is not given to be known 
barely, but to be done. It leads to the latter only, 


and one may venture to ſay, that it has little or 


nothing in it merely to be known. To be within 
every man's reach, is its diſtinguiſhed charafter, 


and to be eaſily known, juſt in proportion as it is 


important for us to know it preferably to all other 
things. To what then will it lead both thoſe who 
have it in themſelves as trumpets, and alſo thoſe 
1 to 
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to whom it ought to be proclaimed ? Itleads them 
to ſomething very ſimple, and yet at the fame 
time very great. It is declared unto thee, O man! 
what is good, and what the Lord requires of thee ; 


ta do juſtice, love mercy, and walk humbly with thy 


God. This 1s religion: there is but little to be 
Enown or ſpeculated upon, but there is a great 


work to be done. In proportion as it is done, man 


advances, and the will of God is further made 
known to him; and he is ſhewn from time to time 
what he has further to do by the inward word, by 
this prviNE 1NSTINCT, which at the ſame time 
ſtrengthens and urges him onward to perform 
it. It puts us upon judging ourſelves, under its 


direction; and applying to ourſelves the con- 


demnations which conſcience pronounces on the 
evil in us: it renders us truly humane and mer- 


eiſul; for it is the divine mercy which a&ts in us, 
and by this means is communicated to us: it 


makes us look upon God as continually preſent, and 
cauſes us to have him in view in all our doings. 
By this we are made to walk along with him, and 
not barely to follow him; we act willingly, which 
gives a value to our obedience, and makes us 

rather the friends of God than his ſervants. It 
js thus he becomes our God. The divine imflint 
operates all this in man in ſuch a manner as to 
humble him in bis obedience, and to keep him 


from felf-complacence. By this humility in which 


it = ih Rows it ſecures him peace and reſt, and 
renders 
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renders his work acceptable and complete ; thus it 
is with the people whom God forms in this age, 
even with ſpiritual Iſrael. And, as this people 
are gathered out of al people and all nations, 
theſe are truths to be . to al men what- 
ever. 


| The truth then which leads to all others, is that 


which regards this word, by which man was created, 


and which, after, by their revolt, they had violated 
the laws of their creation, would create them anew ; 
if by their faith in the power of this word they will 
but give place to a ſecond creation: this is more 
wonderful than the former, inaſmuch as on their 
ſide faith enters into it, and by their own conſent 
they co-operate with it. It 1s high time no longer 
to miſtake this word, and to invite thoſe who are 
yet unacquainted with it, to know and reverence . 
it, as we do, and with us to receive that which 

ſhould unite us among ourſelves, and make our 
happineſs common, as well as unite us to God, 
who is our common principle. 

Man, created in the image of God, and who 

ſhould love him with all his ſtrength; man, cre- 
ated ſimple, and dependent only on the ſpirit of 
God, is fallen from this ſtate : he is given up to 
ſelf- love and his own reaſon, to the reaſonings 
which he forms at pleaſure ; and in this dependence 
he is fallen ſo low that what was divine in him, 
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8 THE DIVINE INSTINCT 


and ſhould fſanRify: the reſt, is withdrawn and 


centered in itſelf, as in a point or ſeed; and this 
feed, as it were, loſt in the multiplicity and diſorder 
of the heart of man, ſo as to be eaſily miſtaken. 
The voice of God confounded with the voice of 
the paſſions, and the various workings of the 
imagination, is for the moſt part unkeard; and few 


there are, who are attentive enough to hear or 


diſcern it, and-to pay an attention to that of God 


in themſelves; ſo as to keep it from languiſhing 


and being extinguiſhed, as a ſpark not kept alive: 
and yet, though ſo fatally negleQed, this word has 
in it all that is neceſſary to make itſelf known and 
reyerenced, is what renders man ſo culpable in 
not obeying and reverencing it. The reprooſs 
which it offers to him, in his conſcience, are juſt 
and quick, having a charatter of truth and autho- 
rity; which ſets them above every thing that comes 
from without and from mere man. Theſe reproofs 
make themſelves ſelt through all the ſelf-juſtifica- 
tions he would fain ſet up to oppoſe them; nor 
can all the reaſonings he may frame ſtand a moment 
againſt this word. It tries the heart and the reins, 
every thing that paſſes in man, both with regard 


to his ſoul and body; it 4nows the moſt concealed 


motives, and judges them; it penetrates like a 
two-edged ſword; it makes its deſtroying power 
to be felt, in a lively manner, in regard to the 
two-fold diſorder in man, reaching to the diviſion 
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the body, ſo as to complete the re-eſtabliſhment 
of man in the three-fold life, which conſtitutes his 
likeneſs to the Divinity. The order obſerved in 
this re-eſtabliſhment is, that, at firſt, and to re-eſta- 
bliſh the corporal man, it is ſimply (the word which 
was in the beginning) the word, as it appears to 
have ſomething in it undeterminate, and that is 
not yet laid open; it works the beginning of the 
work of God in man, and its voice is chiefly heard 
in the conſcience: it is Jxsus CunisT, as he is 
the way only. Then in a more advanced period, 
and with regard to the intelligent man, it is the 
word which is with God; here it ſpeaks openly, it 
ſhews itſelf divine, and God by this means dif- 
covers to man that he begins to be with God, and 
to partake of his truth and ſecrets. Next, it is 
TJzsus Cunts, as he is the truth. And finally, 
and for the ſpiritual man, the in/lzn, in its utmoſt 
exaltation, is the word which is God, the word 
which is the ſpirit and life, the principle of the 
divine life, the divine life %% it is Jxsus 
Cuntsr, as he is the %, and finiſhes the work 
his Father has given him to do. 


The inſtindt is in man in little, all that it has 
been in the world in great. All the good that 
man can receive is held from it; and without it, 
he could have no good: he is deceived by what 
has only the appearance of it; for God will not 
acknowledge what he has not produced. 

C : In 


"ox 
. 
co 
HY 
+28 
* 
. 
| 
0 
2 
o $7 6 
by 0 L 
2 2 
3 
2 o 
1 
ng 
38 
T4 
3 Lo 
9 
1 
+4: 
Nn 
FI 
k w 
2 
bn 
NE 
N 
>; 
79 
9 
"IK 
"86 
bs 
xx 
T8 
hes” 
7 228 
FI 
tt 
7 
5 
N 
2&0 
ARE 
FL 
EPs 
Is 
A 
"8 
IF 
WIRE + 
. 9 
8 
TE ILY 
"ER 
0 
+: wy 
. 
MN 
© 74 
9 
N 
i 
"LY 
— Ws 
Wa 
: BE 2 
9 
7, 
1 
. 3 
{Ser 
"om 
ih 
5 
3 
. 
2 
5 
WE) 
13" 
CES 
"LI 
e 
3 
e 
1 
N b 
- 12 
> Rl 
2 
LR 
WE: 
HY 
22 R 
CEN 
et; 
N 
5 
wy 
ö 
. 
0 


5.2 66554 4 N. 2 5 eee „ K e . 1 le AC i F4/ £8 TO OO WE SEED RAN Ts FS $ the an # 


10 THE DIVINE INSTINCT 


In the ſimple and ſevere language with which 
this word at fir/t treats us, it was neceſſary that 
God ſhould afford it ſome outward teſtimony, 
which ſhould ſupport it againſt the accuſations 
which bad men, and enemies of reproof, would 
not fail to form againſt it ; that he ſhould declare 
it our {ght, the true light, which enlightens every man 
that cometh into the world ; the ſure and general light, 
to which we ought. to take heed in this region of 
darkneſs and falſe lights, in this place of reaſoning 
and uncertainty ; where, without a ſure guide that 
would not leave us, we could not help but wander 
and loſe our way; as voyagers on the vaſt ocean 
wander without the help of the compaſs, which 
ſhews them the courſe they ought to ſteer ; ſince 
without the compals they could only coaſt from 

| ſhore to ſhore, and the riches of the ocean would 
remain unknown to them. The iind in the 
heart of man reſembles this wonder of nature, in 
making us loſe ſight of what is earthly, and freeing 
us from the narrow bounds and notices, within 
which the rules confine us. It leads us to God 
in his immenſity, and, by the obſcure faith which 
governs us, it makes him who dwells in obſcurity 
become the ſource of all light and all good to us. 
There the mſtm# cauſes us to reſt, as the needle 
tends to the north, where it finds its place of reſt 
and, by pointing out the north, makes us find the 
oppoſite point, and ſhews all the hours of the day. 
All the ſervice that the compals has been of to 
men, 


* 


ieee enen * Wenn W 
of © Who * 8 N as 2 + 1 2 * 


RECOMMENDED TO MEN. 12 


men, the diſcovery of a new world, and the acqui- 
ſition of thoſe riches which they have found there, 
is an image of what the inſtinf will do for us; that 
is, for all thoſe who have the courage to give 
themſelves up to it. But in this, as in other 
things, men do honour to the appearance, but are 
deficient in the reality. 


Let us acknowledge the divine inſtinct as it is 
undervalued, which cauſes men, unacquainted with 
it, to reject it; and by this very mark eſpecially 
let us recogniſe it. It is the word in che heart 

5 which ſhines in darkneſs, among the incertitudes 
and errors which the rcaſon of man ſcatters upon 
the earth; the word which the world knows not, 
becauſe man's reaſon cannot comprehend or de- 
ſcribe it:, this word is even rejected of its own, 
that is, of thoſe who profels to belong to God, 
but who cannot reſolve to depend upon him ene, 
by ſubmitting themſelves to this wft:n# which is 


JF boundleſs, and which might require every thing 
1 from them, which they inordinately have ſet their 
1 affections upon. But to thoſe that do receive it, 
2 it gives power to become the children of God ; it ſets 


them in the way, and leads them to return to their 
origin; and all theſe who walk in it to the end, 
will be re-united unto God, where man not only 
finds all that he has loſt, but the Creator recon- 
ciled, and become a tender Father, loads him 
with new benefits, which the fir/t creation could 

C 2 not 


IP 
x 


12 THE DIVINE INSTINCT_ 
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not have ſupplied him with. Thoſe who are 
embodied as a ſect of Chriſtians, profeſſing a 
belief of the ſpirituality of religion, and a faith 
in the guidance of the divine inſlindt, go on with 
courage in their religious duties, each ſtrengthen- 
ing himſelf by the ſtrength of others: but then this 
ſnare attends them, to wit, a relaxation of vigi- 
lance, whereby they are apt to reſt in an educa- 
tional or formal regularity. This deſcription. of 
people conſtitutes the largeſt number in ſuch com- 
munities; the divine inſlinf here lying hid among 
rules and reaſonings (yet ever agreeing with what 
degree of faith they may-thave); ſuch become 
ſcarcely acquainted with what determines them, 
and conſequently have but little commerce with 
the Divinity, who only grows familiar with man 
through the divine imflinft acknowledged for what 
it is, and embraced on that footing; thoſe who 
acknowledge and follow it under its proper name, 
and independent of eſtabliſhed rules, are more 
agreeable to the Divine Being. They enter every 
one, as by himſelf, into the different paths wherein 
the in/ſlin# engages them, and where they ſee no 
traces of any one that has gone before them. 
Theſe have ſingularity and all forts of difficulties 
and contradictions to encounter; but, in ſur- 
mounting them, and giving themſelves up perfettly 
to their guide, they yield more honour to him 
that ſent him to them; and the guide, rejoicing 


in this, makes them rejoice in the ſolitude into 
| which 
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which he leads them; and inſtead of acting barely 
the part of a guide, he behaves towards them as a 
ſellow- traveller, enters into familiar converſe with 
them, and entertains them about the end of their 
Journey, and whatever elle relates to it. Theſe are 
diſtinguiſhed from the multitude. and become as 
guides themfelves, the guides of thoſe who truſt not 
enough to the inward guide, and who, notwith- 
ſtanding, ought in a degree to be thought the 
people of God. Among thoſe two forts, that is, 
among thoſe who more or Teſs follow the divine 
inſtinct, is religion ſound; and there 1s, no other 
ſort that have any real claim to religion. 


The different degrees of religion are according 


to the different degrees of faith and obedience to 


the divine inſlin, which carries every one to what 
is fit for him, and, in this reſpect too, evinces 
itlelf to be our rue guide. But ſome may ſay, 
that this inſtin is not always to he truſted, and 
that conſcience, by whoſe voice it ſpeaks, has itſelf 
need to be enlightened; for want of which, it 
varies and produces all forts of oddneſſes and ex- 
travagancies. It has, ſay they, its falſe, which 
ſhould be guarded againſt, and which has more 
power or effect than what is good or real in it; 
from whence has ariſen fanaticiſm, and all the 
troubles | it has occaſioned. 


There, 


124 THE DIVINE INSTINCT 
© There are people who talk this language, and 
| ſeek to render the inward word ſuſpetted by others, 
. the better to ſucceed in their endeavours to render 
it ſuſpetted by themſelves. | | : 
In order to ſecure themſelves againſt the re- 
proaches of conſcience, in its place, as a light in 
ſpiritual matters, they would introduce and perſuade 
men to receive reaſon, which was only given for 
their direction in outward things. They would fain 
make religion dependent on reaſonings, becauſe 
they are ſkilled to manage that according as their 
intereſt leads them ; reaſons which they forge, and 
for the moſt part turn their edge againſt religion 
itſelf, as men forge and whet up iron for the 
deſtruction of each other, while nature gave it 
for quite different uſes. It is true, that conſcience 4 
may appear to have its falſe ; but this concludes ' | 
nothing againft it; every thing in the ways of 
God has its oppoſite, that men may reſt in 
nothing ſhort of God, and that every thing may 
lead them to God himſelf. Al his ways are liable 
to be abuſed by men; perhaps in proportion as 
they contain what is excellent and divine they 
are hable to be abuſed, and by that means the 
-excellent and divine are rendered equivocal. 
On this ground, fanabiciſm, or the inward falſe, as 
it is powerful in its kind, may teach us the power 
of the znward true, the operation of the ſpirit of 
God; it is doubleſs an image of it, as the wonders 


of 
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of falſe magic are an image of the wonders of the 
true. But men are accuſtomed to make a dif- 
ferent or a bad uſe of the falſe; they make it, 
inſtead of ſerving to /hew the true, ſerve to combat 
the true, and ſtrengthen the falſe in themſelves. 
But the variations, which may ſerve as a pretence 
(for thoſe who are on the watch for them) not to 
depend on conſcience, do not at all frighten Aim 
who wants ſimply to be guided; for theſe variations 
do not take their riſe in conſcience itſelf, but are 
the produtt of foreign cauſes; it is the malignity of 
man which produces them, the corruption in him,, 
and which the judgments of conſcience, if attended 
to, would deſtroy. But inſtead of letting his irre- 
gular deſires, and all that is ſelfiſh in him, be ſet 
to rights, he would fain keep them alive; and in 
this bad diſpoſition of mind, he interrogates his 
conſcience: by the ſecret and ſtrong wiſhes of his 
heart he ſolicits its conſent to his deſires, and he 
hopes it may conſent to them. It is then poſſible. 
it may happen, that the wrong he would thus do 
his conſcience, or the divine voice that therein 
ſpeaks to him, may fall back on himſelf, that 
what he would fain have to be ſaid to him, may 
be ſaid. Nor has this conduct any thing in it 
incompatible with the nature of God, whom man 
ought | to reverence ſo far as not to aſk counſel of 
him but in the ſincerity of his heart. What then 
if it anſwers him according to the idol that is there 
(if there is one) and gives to him what he really; 


_ deſires, 
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deſires, rather than what he would ſcem to deſi ire, 
and what was'known would not be to his liking if 
it had been given him. Thus it is towards man, 
as man is towards it, right to thoſe that are right, 
and crooked to thoſe that are crooked. Of what 
then does man complain, when it was in his power 
not to be deceived, if that lot or thing does happen | 
to him which he aſked or wiſhed for, in the bottom 
by his heart. | 


© Conſcience, W the tribunal of God in man, 
muſt therefore neceffarily be 'true and agreeable 
to God; but man in his perverſities, puts himſelf 
out of a capacity to draw that ſimple advantage 
from it which he might. And there are times 
when the Divinity, in permitting him to hear 
what deceives him, ſpeaks to him in the language 
of his juſtice,” and not that of his truth; times, 
when juſtice fits him Better, and prepares him for 
tfhuth. Let us at all times reverence the marvel- 
lous ways of God, and not deſtroy that which is 
the ſource of truth in.man, or general truth, by 
particular caſes, which conclude againſt man only, 
who draws them on himſelf, and which in their 
conſequences may in the end be of uſe to make 
truth more reverenced by him. Let us have as 
much ſenſe to value the inſtinct that guides us, as 
we have for the compaſs which ſo well repreſents 
it. Should we chuſe to throw away the compals, 
becauſe of the variation to which it is ſubject, or 
0 13 
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is occaſioned by irons approaching it? It is not 
denied, that he who gives himſelf up to his inward 
motions entirely, may find himſelf driven to do 
things which are oddneſſes and follies in the eyes of 
reaſon. But does not fooliſhneſs oft ſeem to appear 
in the ways of God, in what he diſpenſes to men, 
to humble them, and make them loſe the opinion 
they. have of their own excellence, and the eſteem 
of. the world, which eſteem nouriſhes it, and lies 
as a block in their way? Cannot God by a ſeeming 
folly, put to the proof the entire obedience which 
he requires from thoſe who have devoted them- 
ſelves entirely to his ſervice? And does the 
Scripture furniſh - us with nothing that leads to 
this? Might not that which it calls the fool 
of God have a place here? And would it not 
produce what would look like fooliſhneſs in the 
eyes of men? Is it not neceſſary that JESUS 
CaxisT ſhould be fooliſhneſs to ſome, as well as 
a ſtumbling-block to others? And where ſhall 
this be accompliſhed. if it is not in bis obedient 
children, in thoſe in whom he inhabits and direQs? 
How will you have a man to become a ſool, in 
order to become viſe, but by the fooliſhneſs or 
ſimplicity which God oft reduces him to? That 
is to ſay, by ſuffering himſelf to be conducted by 
the inſtindt, which puts him on to accompliſt the 
deſigns which God bas upon him. Let us rather 
ſay, that the in/linf in us would not be divine, if 
it n puts us en . what is reaſonable, fine, 
Js D and 
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and laudable, and which draws the approbation of 
men; that we then ſhould have no need of the 
inſtinct'; no one would be perſecuted for righteoufneſs, 
for what God wills, and men do not will; and 
never for the ſake of Jzsvs Carrsr would they 
fay all manner of evil againſt thoſe who believe in 
him, and obey the attractions of his holy ſpirit: 
that is to ſay, that what is moſt wonderful in the 
ö ways of God, and which muſt produce the glori- 
een of the IR; would not come to * a 1M 
Tboſe Ge) urge nad the interior, hath a 
variations or alterations that may be conſequent 
thereon, and the ſtrange things which are and may 
be required of men; taking occaſion from thence 
to cry down conſcience and the divine inftinkt, \ under 
the different names which they pleaſe to beſtow 
upon it; ſetting men looſe from their ſeruples of 
conſcience; making them regarded, or explaining 
them as a diſſerent thing: and thus aſſiſting them 
to get over theſe ſcruples, do them all poſſible 
damage; for alas] the great misfortune of men is, 
that they are not conſcientious; or (what comes to 
the fame thing) not ſufficiently fo; that they do 
not enough reſpect thoſe ſcruples that make the 
way ſo ſtraight and narrow as it is neceſſary it 
ſhould be for every one; and all the inſtruttions 
and fine · ſpun exhortations, which their teachers may 
ſubſtitute in the place of conſcience diſcredited, will 
in no wiſe repair the damage they have done them. 
| | 1 For 
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For exhortations and inſtruttions themſelves, are 
only rendered effectual to them by conſcience, and 
it is but as the teachers awaken it in them, that 
they are of any ſervice. In diſcrediting it, they 
do that preciſely which they accuſe conference of 
doing ; they deceive thoſe who conſult them ; they 


vary to infinity in what they ſay and ſubſtitute in 


its ſtead, and have themſelves: eſtabliſhed the 
greateſt of oddneſſes; for, according to them, 
the Divinity has given us an uncertain-and blind 
guide, to wit, reaſon only, which wants elf to be 
guided. Providence ſuffers this treatment, this 
rivalry, to be offered to the divine inſtinct, that 
thoſe who have eyes to ſee, may know it by this 
mark, and alſo may know thoſe who offer it this 
treatment, what ſpirit it is that puts them thus to 
work. Here eſpecially they diſcover themſelves, 
in endeavouring to aboliſh or diſcredit that divine 
principle in the conſcience, which is the ſource of 
life, as well as of truth, in man. *7:fus Chriſt in 
us, is a myſtery to them; they deny his coming 
in the fleſh, as it is continued to be done, that is, 
as is accompliſhed in man himſelf. And this 
coming is the object of our faith, of that faith 


uhich overcometh the world, and is matter of con- 


feſſion to us before men. Here is unravelled the 
myſtery of the trial we ought to make of the 


ſpirits, of the ſhirit which is ſrom God, and ſpirit 


Antichriſt; and we comprehend the extent of this 


myſtery. Conſcience, diſcredited by the doQtors, is 


9. about 
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about to prove to them her power, by diſcrediting 
them, by cauſing great numbers among men to drop 
the doftors. And, as they have diſcredited the ope- 
rations: of conference, under the name of fanaticifm, 
it is alſo by what they call fanaticiſm that _—_— 
* amen them ! 
11 is not intake ahh wield to the ſecret and 
extraordinary ways of God, with ſome men whom 
he peculiarly diſtinguiſhes, that we ought to form 


our judgment on what is called ſingularity and 


oddnefs ; we ought to take it for granted, that the 
fingular, the odd, in the eyes of men, conſtitutes 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed character of the ways of 
God. And, if this has not appeared hitherto, if 


in religion we have only accuſtomed ourſelves to 
what is reaſonable, and according to the taſte of 
men, it is becauſe the period of the Gentiles, 


which has laſted ſo many ages, required not ſuch 


inſtead of being under the immediate conduct of 
the ſpirit of God, are under that of men, act con- 
fiſtently with this human dependence; they will 
inſiſt on comprebending; they will, they think, ſee 
clear; and on this footing, only it is we can be 
conducted by men. And Divine Wiſdom has or- 
_— that thoſe who were. to make up the 
2 zerable: multitude in his economy, ſhould be 
of this charaQer; but this is what is moſt mixt and 
leaſt divine in the divine economy. This religion” 
1 : ma 
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muſt have its period, and this period (which was 


to laſt till the ſecond coming of Chriſt) is come. The 
people which ſucceed the Gentiles, and in whom 
are to be manifeſted the wonders of God reſerved 
for the latter times, the wonders which manifeſt 


the Divinity, who had as it were been hidden; 


this ſucceeding people are called to walk by faith, 
and not by reaſon, nor the plan which agrees with 
reaſon; for faith (that is, entire confidence) honours 
God in a quite different manner from realon. It 
is perhaps the only means of honouring him truly. 
This faith is exerciſed and proved by what appears 
oppoſite to reaſon, by what is as a ſtumbling- block 
to it; and the people who are- called to honour 
God truly, are compoſed of liraelites who walk by 
faith, Jews in ſpirit, who are really, that which 
the Jews according to the fleſh were a figure 
of; they are the true Jews, who are not fo 
outwardly, by the ceremonies and things which 
they obſerve (by acts of religion ſeen of men) 
but inwardly by depending on the ſpirit of God 
which is in them, and leads them into all truth. 

They have their hearts circumciſed by the ſame 

ſpirit, which does its office in them by cutting off 


felf, and all that which is done in man's will. 


Theſe Jews draw not their praiſe from men, not 
even from what are eſteemed good people (who, 
whilſt they are not inwardly Jews themſelves, 
cannot praiſe them) but from God, to whom 
they only. belong, and whoſe will they do. All 
10 the 
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the oppoſition between what is from God and what 
is from man ſhews itfelf here: it is here that his 


thoughts are not our thoughts, nor his ways our 


ways; that his ways and his thoughts are as much 
above our ways and our thoughts as heaven is above 


| the earth. Thoſe who are called to be the people 


of God, and principally thoſe who are the firſt-born, 
that is, who are to break the way to others, lay aſide 


their own reaſon, and all it may ſuggeſt to them 
againſt his ways; as they leave the earth in with- 
drawing their inclinations from earthly things, and 
give themſelves up to all that God may require of 


them, to all the proofs to which he may put their 
faith and ſincerity; their fincerity, which is the 


. effential thing in ſpiritual Iſrael, and without which 
there can be no true faith. God obſerves 10 
them what ſeems an equivocal conduct; for it oft 
happens reſpecting duties, that, that which ſeems: of 


divine authority, and that which is doubtful, or in 
its nature indifferent or unobligatory, are mixed 


and ſucceed one another in the mind, in order 


that man may have a choice or trial of faith, 
appear not clearly the divine, yet as what poſſi- 
bly may be ſo, and - therefore to be implicitly 
received on the ground of ſuch poſſibility; or elſe 
on the contrary, permitting his own reaſon to aft, 


he may declare this mixture all doubtful 'or falſe, 


and ſo rejeft it. That is, in other words, God 
leaves man at liberty-to adopt and obey what is, 


4 
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or may be of divine authority, though he be not 
able to unravel it; or elſe to diſobey, and be falſe, 
by indulging an inclination to lay hold of pretences, 
and ſo excuſe himſelf from ſubmitting to what it does 
or may require of him. For our reverence for the 
divine, ought to extend to every thing that may 
come to us from an hidden God; for how elſe ſhall 
he hide himſelf from man (that is, how ſhall 
he engage us to himſelf by faith) if it is not in his 
ways—in what his ways may ſeem to have in them, 
that is e ref 1 n to a reaſon. 


: No nenne coming from e ee it is 
right for thoſe who would participate in it, for 
thoſe who would have a ſhare in the happineſs 
which is ordained for this people of God, to enter 
at leaſt into ſome knowledge of his ways, not only 
leſt they may oppoſe him and become his enemies, 
but alſo leſt if God approach them more nearly, 
they may not reſiſt the deſigns he may have on 
them. A very important truth, therefore, for the 
times in which we live, and which ſhould help us 
to get over the doubts, which the extraordinary in 
the ways of God may happen to beget in us, is for 
us to believe that Divine Wiſdom is pleaſed to 
preſent to men what is divine, in a manner that is 
divine, and quite different from what they could 
naturally have imagined. It accompanies it with 
ſtumbling-blocks, with pretences to rejett it, to 
the end, that the liberty of man may have play ; 

it 


\ 
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it being to this liberty, or free agency (which is moſt 
excellent in man) that it preſents the divine, in order 
that it may be honoured as it ought to be, by our will 


or choice, and received, notwithſtanding all the 
ſtrange and diſagreeable things which may accom- 
pany it. Or, if it is rejected, it may not as itſelf 
(which would render man very culpable) but hy thoſe 


fame ſtrange things that ſerve as pretences to the 
falfeneſs that is in man; for the divine is of too 


great a value to admit that man ſhould be forced 


to receive it in ſpite of himſelf, or that he ſhould 
be ſolicited only by the ſplendour which ſurrounds 
it: and it is required that men ſhould be carried 


towards/it, by the deſire they have after it; by a 


defire which ſhews itſelf, by combating all that is 
in oppoſition to it, and ſur mounting it; for the people 
of God muſt be a victorious as well as a willing 
thoſe that ſeek pretences not to believe, ſhould be 
manifeſted, and that theſe, and the others, "_ 
ſee * * and conſequences of it. 


| Men ow the Chrillian 1 or ** 8 


N the diſcourſes that ſpeak. about it, becauſe it is 


eſtabhſhed to do them honour, and becauſe by 


this means they get che name of Chriſtians; but at 


the bottom, they are indifferent towards, and 
contemn the ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt, the reakty of 
Chriſtianity. It is neceſſary, therefore, that men 


ſhould. be put 10 the trial thereon; that the ſpirit 
5 of 
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of Chriſtianity ſhould ſhew itſelf to them im all its 
ſingularity, in all that, in which its reality conſiſts; 
and that they declare openly for or againſt it. In 
a word, Jeſus Chriſt is ſet up as a mark for the 
gainſayings of men from his birth, from his con- 
ception. A ſword, that is, the word of God, as 
itis a ſcandal, pierces the ſouls of thoſe in whom 
it is brought ſorth, of thoſe who make the inward 
word, their all; to the end that the thoughts of 
many, which were hidden in the bottom of their 
hearts, ſhould be manifeſted. 


I would willingly addreſs myſelf to thoſe, who 
are of the ſide of reaſon againſt that of the inward 
word, and who, encouraged by the reafonings 
' which they can form, follow the common eſtabliſh- 
ed courſe of life. To all that are in this ſituation, 
I would ſay, fuffer me to ſpeak to you reaſonably 
and with freedom. Look on your courle of life, 
even on that which you call innocent, and with 
which you are ſo well ſatisfied, and judge if it is 
fit for man, and if you are well guided. What, 
are thefe things then the things for which God has 
created you? And is it in order that you ſhould 
do them only, that he enlightens you with his ſun, 
and cauſes it to turn inceſſantly round you? What! 
does God conſent that you ſhould employ and 
amuſe yourſelves as you pleaſe, and that in 
doing your own will, you ſhould rejoice: as if 
you did his, as if you were in his divine order ? 

oo: | Do 
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Do theſe occupations and amuſements require then 
theſe great and different talents that God has 
placed in you? The capacity he has given you 
to be carried towards good, as well as that of 
avoiding evil; the capacity of knowing and loving 
him. Do you not at leaſt perceive that he might 
have made creatures for that end only, and that 
it would have been ſufficient to have given you 
thoſe talents in eternity, where you refer their 
uſe? There is no artificer that does not take his 
meaſures better in regard to the works that he 


makes, and does not draw more advantage from 
them. In what do you think all this will terminate? 


On whom ſhall fall the evil, the deformity which 
disfigure the works of God ? Shall it be on him, 
or ſhall it be on his creature ? Will iv be found, 


that God puts into the world creatures unfiniſhed, 


and without a 4, or will it be proved that the 


creature which he places here, refufes to know 
their taſk and to do it? That, inſtead of putting 


themſelves under the direttion of his ſpirit, they 


give themſelves up to the ſpirit of the world, and 
make (themſelves) their lot, their work, and their. 


recompence. 


But perhaps you imagine all this is repaired by 
_ what you call religion, or the wor/hip of God ; and 
that the Divine Being, looking to the weakneſs of 
man, contents himſelf with this ſort of ſuperficial 
homage ? What! will the Divinity be put off and 
. 7; pleaſed 
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pleaſed with any thing ſhort of what he demands, 
with things that coſt you nothing, and produce 
nothing for him? Will they content him, and be 
able to counterbalance the evil that you do from a 
love of evil, with things that diſhonour him, and 
which you continue to do ſo freely? 


Suffer me on this ſubject, on the ſubjett of the 
worſhip you offer to God, to ſpeak to you with 
freedom. In the diviſion (which, under the ar- 
bitrement of teachers who are but like yourſelves, 
and judges in their own cauſe) you have made on 
this head at periodical times, and this makes the 
principal thing in your religion, you keep for 
yourſelves, your faculties, your affettions, and all 
the advantages of the heart; and you give God 
the reſt, that is, acts of memory, repetitions, 
confeſſions, and fongs; what comes from the 
head, which God never required of you. This 
homage, or this tribute, you offer to him in houſes 
built on purpoſe ; and there your religion has its 
place. Abſent from thence, you indulge your- 
ſelves in liberty, and ſeldom does it happen that 
even mention is made of God; nay, one ſcarcely 
hears his name pronounced, but to affront him. 
One may almoſt ſay, that you celebrate games to 
his memory, and that as a dead God only you 
honour him. But you vould take it ill to be thus 
talked to yourſelves, and yet you take occaſion 
from- thence to ſhew a mighty zeal for God; a 
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zeal that leads you, when occaſion offers, to con- 
demn thoſe whoſe ideas differ from yours. I 
| muſt therefore declare to you, that the Divine 
Being is weary with having nothing from you but 
compliments and ceremonies, ſuch, as I ſaid before, 
as would not content even yourſelves were they 
to be given you. He requires, that you ſhould 
treat him as a living God, who is not far from every 
one of you. He will be honoured and ſerved by 
you in the ordinary courſe of your hſe, becauſe 
in the ordinary courſe of life he does you 
good, and in the ordinary courſe of life con- 
feaence ſpeaks to you. He requires that you ſhould 
make it your great affair, your principal worſhip, 
to hear his voice therein, and obey it. Then 
afterwards, if you hear your doftors, you will 
ſoon be able to know how far you ought to have 
faith in zheir diſcourſes, and what value you ought 
to ſet on them. As you habituate yourſelf to do 
that which God requires of you in your conſcience, 
he will proceed to ſpeak to you more often, and 
more clearly ; and he will z:mpute nothing to you of 
that which an awakened conſcience ſhall not have 


forbid you. If what your dodtors tell you to the 


diſadvantage of conſcience, is capable of throwing 
you into any diffidente thereon, remember that it 
is to your conſcience, and not to their diſcourſes, that 
you owe the little or much of good faith that is 
in you, from whence your real worth reſults: that 
your doQtors themſelves are not valuable but in 

proportion 
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proportion as they have conſctence ; and that they 
do. not deſerve to be heard when they are known 
to be without it. Remember, that the remains of 
good faith, which are in the earth, and which 
make you find any content and ſecurity there, is 

the mere effect of conſcience reſpeded. It is reaſon- 
able to believe, that the means which Divine 
Wiſdom has made uſe of, to place order in ſome 
among men, would, if admitted, ſerve to place 
order among all, and in each one to the degree 
it ought to be. 


The period that God has fixed, to keep himſelf 
hidden, and to ſee how men would act, is ended: 
for he for whom times are, is now coming to gather 
the fruit of them; and men themſelves, by the ideas 
which they have formed of the hidden Divinity, by 
ideas complete in their kind, and by all that is the 
produR of thoſe ideas, mark the end of times; and 
they deliver themſelves over to the revolution which 
brings it on, and which they prepare themſelves; 
juſt as one ſees vapours ariſe from the earth, and 
form miſts, which riſing higher, condenſe into dark 
clouds, and make by and by the lightening and 
thunder burſt againſt that earth- which formed 
them. The artifices of men, thus grown to the 
full, and covering them with darkneſs, will at 
length IT the judgments that ſhall conſume 
them, 


Men 
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Men are not without religion, that is, not without 
ſomething to which they give that name, and which 
exempts them from the reproach of what they call 
Atheiſm. One does not hear them ſay, * there is 
„ no God, we will have no religion ;” but they 
form areligion for themſelves, and figure the Divine 

Being as they would have him, ſuch as may agree 
with the religion which they have formed, and to 
"+, the courſe of life which this religion has produced. 
© "MHhiey will have a Deity quite good and paciſied to- 
wards them before-hand. © Wrath,” fay they, © is 
incompatible with the Divine Nature.” They do 
not indeed ſay, that God takes no notice of us, 
that he does not mind what regards us; but they 
think that little things deſerve not his attention, and 
ſo would have thoſe things to be little, that buſy 
and amuſe. them, and make up the whole courſe. 
of their. life. They profeſs to acknowledge a pro- 
vidence ; and, if it is neceſſary, are ready to 
agree, that it has diſpenſed to them the good and 
evil that have befallen them : they are ready alſo 
to acknowledge it in the paſt, and in a diſtant future, 
in what they think becomes important enough to 
deſerve its direction; but they d:ſpoſe of themſelves, 
and all that concerns them, both for the preſent, 
and for the future, as far as it lies open to their 
view, or as far as they think they can reach; the 
detail belongs to them. They form deſigns on 
defigns, and would not trouble Providence with 
being concerned with them. They curſe thoſe 
, | whom 
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whom Providence may make uſe of to croſs them, 
and they condemn whatever it diſpenſes to them, 
that is diſagreeable to their ideas, and ſtrive to 
reſiſt and alter it. Their life is ſpent in wreſtling 
againſt Providence, and in blaming it. They 
agree that the Divine Being has made the firſt 
arrangement of what they call ſecond cauſes; there 
is a grandeur in having eſtabliſhed them; and 
they admire this eſtabliſhment, and conclude, that 
in doing this, he has done enough, and ſufficiently 
filled up the charatter of a Deity ; and that he 
ought to leave thoſe cauſes to act by themſelves ; 
and they think they are ſure he does ſo. They 
conclude too, that they ſufficiently fill up the 
character of men in acknowledging God in this 
manner, and admiring him. In truth, they em- 
ploy thoſe ſecond cauſes againſt God himſelf, 
againſt the teſtimonies which he gives them of his 
anger, by the ſcourges wherewith he ſeeks to 
frighten them, and make them better. Theſe 
„things,“ ſay they, © are natural, and there is 
* nothing in them that ſhould give one concern 
* more than the reſt of the phenomena of nature.” 
But then, it ſeems, in attributing all to ſecond 
- cauſes, they do not exclude the Divine Being. All 
the good and pleaſant things of nature they are 
willing to hold from his bounty ; not as re- 
ceiving them dazly from his beneficent hand ſtill, 
but in going backward to the firſt arrangement of 
what has produced them : on this footing only it 

is, 


r 
— = <0 
7 2 
wr 
. 2 
2 
a 
«A 
3 


— 


ga THE DIVINE INSTINCT 


is, that they b he merits their acknowledg- 
ment; and their bare verbal confeſſion is therr- 
manner of acquitting themſelves towards him. As 8 
to the reſt, that is, to what regards the ſoul, they 
| ſeem certain they ſhall be able to provide for it 
by the means of reaſon, which is given to them 
as a portion, and which makes, they ſuppoſe, all 
the excellence of man: they will cultivate it care- 
fully, and it will not fail to ſupply them with all the 
ſpiritual goods they want. This reaſon, which they 
inſiſt excuſes them from any other guide, they owe 
to God, who has given it in inheritance to mankind. 
By this confeſſion too they ſuppoſe they do him 
| homage; and it is very true that, in their language, 
men give God the glory of all. The reſult of all 
is, that they are men according to their own ideas, 
and not according to the ideas or intentions of 
God ; that they are regular people without being 
good people, without having fincerity in their 
heart; which is neither more nor leſs than to 
continually diſhonour God (who regards what 
paſſes in the heart) and to honour themſelves 
before men, and thoſe who are like them. In a 
word, it is to be monſtrous in the eyes of God, 
juſt as much as they ſet themſelves off in their 
| own eyes and in the eyes of others. If they have 
adan idea of ſomething better, an idea of what ought 
] | to make the order and excellence of man, accord- 
ing to the intention of God, they perſuade them- 


ſelves that this is his * ment reſerved for 
| elernily, 


ü CCC Cs dag ; N * , 
* * LEA > — £ $ * PSY * * „ N * 6 A 5 =» % * 4 og N 
e Er Pe Tg EE EE es ee J aa ret 
Fr RS 3 Feen 8 . SES ö "IS ERASE % % / an Boone Br 7 Wy 8 
. r It aan oY alt are 2s SIONS 7 )))))))!.õͤũ NE Te re tate RL ob oc F „CCC ” : 
. 2 2 9 ee LO A EE Be ENT Pe DER. c02e. Xa C IS SENS 8 2 * 5 * ND Ct ED IDE DEM a pf 3 ES 7 „ 
8 8 5 N * \ £8 CAST ES SES ON AG X 2 e Lf 0 . n 8 n n 1 : 


r 


Sd INS IG ky 3% F r oe le ICC < Fb pl. N 
33 %%% T 9 SO Tr DEE 7 9 
F J RES GIL : 


* e {6 W 

ED „ 5 . 
2 2 8 N it EIT Ou SR 
REC EI I Bey „5 We ORFs 


3 
= WW ” 1 5 
n 


9 85 
* 


r OG Dain Lab nad nl Ec ci 
B va 5 r Coyne ore Dogs FA ae a at era 9 4 © I 
3 ö n n 2 IS a EE EOS IG Eon Dt cs r 
5 E 8 8 Te, FI n . I} 3 2 y 5 > 5 2 ING" Rs 


RECOMMENDED TO MEN. 33 


eternity, and they put off until then, an attention 
towards it: or rather think they ſhall be tranſported 
into it at once, as into eternity itſelf. The diſ- 
courſes of thoſe teachers to whom they commit 
the care of ſpeaking to them concerning eternal 
life, are adapted to all this. By an addreſs which 
has ſomething wonderful and plauſible, they make 
them eaſy about it. They condemn evil in fo ſoft 
a manner, that thoſe who do commit it, and will 
commit it, and are condemned by them, are cafy 
to be ſo; and the teachers themſelves are eaſy with 
thoſe condemned men, and prepare again with tran- 
quility periodically to condemn them anew. Evil 
always in this manner condemned, and always com- 
mitted, unites and binds them together as one body, 
as mortar well brayed unites ſtones, and binds to- 
gether, to make one building : making thoſe enter 
into it, that are not hen, as well as thoſe that are. 
The juſtifications which (by another wonder of their 
ſkill) cover the whole, is what whitens the whole 
edifice, and finiſhes it to give the appearance which 
contents men. This is the ſituation in which they 
they are with regard to religion, and they think 
they are very well; they have the ſatisfaftion to 
ſee their independence, their revolt againſt God, 
ſet itſelf forth, and ſupport itſelf calmly, in a 
language which reliſhes of order. Never,” fay 
they, did mankind reaſon better; never was 
** the age more enlightened: than now:“ and true 
it is, that men were never ſo fel/-fufficient, nor 


ever made leſs account of God. Now the Divinity 


F muſt 


to Wan, or conſult thoſe who reaſon for them, 


34 THE DIVINE INSTINCT. 


muſt either be ſatisfied with this ſituation of men, 
and confirm them in it, hy continuing to do them 
good, and preſenting it to them on the footing on 
which they receive it, or it is neceſſary he ſhould 
remedy it, and bring on an alteration: what ſhould 
we expect from him, though he ſhould not explain 
himſelf thereon ? What ſhould we preſume of a 


God, juſt in all his doings, and jealous of his 


glory? He is going to change things, and he 


will deal with men conſiſtently with all that good- 


neſs they aſcribe to him; but in his manner, 
and not in theirs, as a God, whole ways are not 
their ways. He is about to begin by manifeſt- 
ing himſelf to them more largely than he has yet 
done, as well by the new wonders which he is 
about to work in the midſt of them, as by the 
new truths which ſhall be diſcovered to them. 
If chey acknowledge him in this maniſeſtation; if 
they ſtand the trial to which he is going to put 
them, wich regard to the uprightneſs of their 
intention, and incline towards the good which he 
preſents them, rather than towards the excuſes 

they may uſe to rejeft it, they may be ſatisfied 
that they conduct themſelves well, and Providence 
will continue to ſupport them, and do them good: 
but if they reſuſe io acknowledge the new light, be- 
cauſe it ſhews them what they are unwilling to ſee; 
and if, inſtead of entering into themſelves, and con- 

ſulting the ſentiments of their own hearts, the inmoſt 
ſentiments, which deceive not, they chuſe rather 


and 
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and, indeed, whole decifion they know before - 
hand, Providence ſhall put an end to their reign, 
and they ſhall periſh. Terrible judgments ſhall 
avenge the Divine Goodneſs deſpiſed, and ſhall cut 
of from the earth all thoſe who do not ſhew 
_ themſelves men, at leaſt, by ſome inclination for 
the light, and for the ſentiments which the Divinity 
begets in the bottom of their hearts; who have not 
ſome remains of uprightnels with regard to that 
which muſt finally determine between the truth of 
God and the falſeneſs of man. But eſpecially ſhall 
the divine wrath make itſe}f felt by thoſe who 
call themſelves the paſtors of the people, and who, 
inſtead of confirming the teſtimonies given for 
their ſalvation, ſhall have confirmed the general 
incredulity, by oppoſing the teſtimonies of truth, 
and by rendering uſeleſs that of conſcience, by 
the determined filence they obſerve thereon, as 
well as by the reaſonings they oppoſe to it. 
Divine Wiſdom is about to throw aſide the veil 
that hid its beauty, and to let men ſee how ſuitable 
all that comes from it, is for them ; and how 
much it deſerves their attachment. Hitherto it has 
only ſhewed itſelf to them obſcurely, and under 
an appearance rather ſad than joyful. : What it 
required of men in this period, went not much 
further than a life morally good, and which ſuited 
the Gentiles called to ſalvation, requiring nothing 
. chem but what was agreeable to that reaſon 
l F. which 
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which they conſulted. It was unneceſlary for it 
to open itſelf to them on what went beyond reaſon, 
or to give them lights to comprehend it. It has 
therefore ſpoken to them accordingly, as at a. 
| diſtance, and it has made uſe of the miniſtry of 
thoſe who only knew it at a diſtance ; or rather it 
has permitted that thoſe who only knew it after 
this manner, ſhould devote their miniſtry to it. 
And to draw advantage from this, it has been 
pleaſed to conduct things in ſuch a manner that 
there ſhould be found among them good: people, 
who ſhould declare to mankind, with power, that. 
truth which former times required. They were, if 
not times of obſcurity, at leaſt, times of a weak and 
_ confuſed light; ſuch as the fun caſts on the earth 
through wintry fogs, which it has not the ſtrength to 
diſperſe, becauſe the earth is not then directly turned 
towards his rays. But now it is no longer thus; 
the times ſhew themſelves more favourable. Re- 
ligion enters on a new period, or the period of 
Iſrael, which is the people of God, in a peculiar 
manner diſtinguiſhed from the Gentiles by a res, 
quiſition which ſets them (as it were) in appolition | 
to each other. | 


Here they walk in the obſcurity of - Faith, and. 
all ſorts, of trials; and chis obſcurity is recompenſed 
by a new light, as the trials which make them die 
to themſelves are recompenſed by a new life, or a 
new degree of life. The Gentiles and all the 
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people of the earth ſhall partake of it; for the 
Iſrael of God are made a bleſſing to all men. This 


period 1s like the ſpring, when the ſun, darting his 


rays more perpendicularly upon the earth, now 


turned towards him, diſperſes the fogs which 


covered it, and gives by his gentle warmth a new 
life to all its plants which have ſtood out the 
rigour of the winter. But eſpecially religion ſhall 
appear with a new luſtre, with a brightneſs that 
ſhall cauſe her to be miſtaken by thoſe who are 
ignorant of the myſtery of the different periods 
through which it mult paſs, and know it rather by 
its garments and ſpeech than by elf. 


It chuſes for its witneſſes free men, thoſe ani- 
mated by the love which they have for it, and 


who fear not to expole themſelves to all the 


contradiQions and croſſes which the teſtimony of 
truth may draw upon them; for it requires them 
to ſpeak freely to men, without fear of attacking. 
their deareſt prejudices, or the opinions in which. 
they ſecure themſelves, in order to be excuſed 
from embracing the truth. Theſe witneſſes are to 


conceal nothing from them that is right for them 


to know. Theſe witneſſes ſhould be in an entire 
dependence on the ſpirit of God, and give 
others an example of thorough obedience. On. 
this condition he lets them into his ſecrets; he. 
ſpeaks in their ears, as to his friends; and the 
ſecret things they know from him, he will have 
them publiſh on the houſe-top, in a ſtate of free- 
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dom, which ſets them above all domeſtic cumber ; 
that is to ſay, in an entire diſengagement; for 
the cares of life are the laſt which men re- 
nounce. In this ſtate they fear not to tell them the 
truth, be it as hateful to them as it will. What- 
ever misfortunes it may draw on them, they muſt 
declare to them thoſe judgments of God, which muſt 
put an end to a corrupted world, and make way for 
the kingdom of God, for the happy times in which 
God will reign himſelf, by his ſpirit, which be ſhall 


pour out abundantly on all fleſh, on every man 


who is not hardened, and whom the terrible revolu- 
tions (which ſhall cut off from the earth thoſe who 
are fo) ſhall have left to ſubſiſt. Theſe witneſſes 
ought to declare (on the part of Divine Wiſdom) 
to men, that he is ready to affiſt with his counſels, 
and to place in fafety, all thole who hearken to 
him, all thoſe who dare truſt themſelves to the divine 
inſtinct awakened in them, and to follow it wherever 
it ſhall lead them; that the diverſe paths into which 
they enter, ſhall unite them among themſelves, as 
well as with the Divinity to whom they tend; and 
that in every reſpedt he will take care of them. He 
declares that he will not put off to futurity the 

happineſs of thoſe who attach themſelves to him, | 
and ſupport the trials through which he makes 
them paſs ; that their happineſs ſhall be dated from. 
the preſent heir preſent . enjoyment ſhall be 
contentment, tranquility, and joy. Aſſurance 
and reſolution are che gifts Wen he _ in ſtore- 
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for them, and he ſhall give them that rectitude of 
heart which renders them agreeable in his eyes. 
A right ſenfe is among the good things which he 
has ready for them. This Wiſdom is the friend 
of infant ſimplicity, and ſhall contribute to render 
him happy; ſhall conduct him and put him onward 
to every thing that is convenient for him ; ſhall be 
pleaſed to allow him to divert himſelf, as well as to 
make him act ſeriouſly, and perform his taſk, and 
ſhall not diſdain to direct him in his diverſions : as 
a wind that is favourable to a vellel on a voyage, 
not only ſwells her ſails, and cauſes her to go onward, 
but alſo plays in her colours hoiſted for that end. 
Wiſdom condeſcends to the taſte of men born on 
the earth, and ſenſible of its good things. The 
% Earth,” ſays ſne, was conſecrated to me from 
its foundation: I will take poſſeſſion of what 
belongs to me, and cauſe my friends to enjoy it. 
*© I will accommodate myſelf, in ſome ſort, to this 
e habitation, and will place among my gifts the good 
„things of the earth. I will reQify in men their 
* taſte for what nature preſents them. They ſhall 
* hold them as from my hand; and think themſelves 
e obliged to me for the true enjoyment of them, 
and not to nature that produces them; only [ 
require of them, that they look upon the good 
* things of this world as the leaſt valuable of 
„ thoſe things with which I gratify them. But 
« ſtill turning themſelves principally towards the 
others, in preference, they ſhall ſuck out by 

| F this 
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* this means all the good that is really in them; 
finding, with aſtoniſhment, how much the ſatis- 
faction of the ſoul ſurpaſſes that of the body ; 
* how much happier man is, by a well diſpoſed 
© inſide, than by the pleaſure which the ſenſes 


« afford him.“ 


Wiſdom addrefles herſelf to men that are upright 
and courageous : thoſe are ſuitable to her ; thoſe 
the chuſes to do good unto. But ſhe offers to 
render fo, ſuch who are not ſo as yet, but who 
are willing to become ſo. As ſhe increaſes and 
refines the uprightneſs of thoſe who are in ſome 
meaſure poſſeſſors of it, ſhe does not even diſdain 
thoſe in whom the uprightneſs they have received 
is, as it were, buried under the ſpirit of the world. 
To thoſe under the courſe of an irregular life, and 
devoted to pleaſures and libertiniſm, ſhe makes 
her call reach even to them ; and there is a plea- 
ſure in ſerving her in this reſpect. And jult 1 now 
let me addreſs myſelf to them. | 


You, whom youth, and the temptations to which 
you have been expoſed, have ſeduced : you who 
have been thrown out of the way ; but who in 
your wanderings have yet preſerved ſome reſpett 
for that uprightneſs, that fear of God, which you 
have remarked in others: you who only know 
religion by what you have heard told of it, and 
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not themſelves, and whoſe diſcourſes you diſdain : 
you, in ſhort, who dare ſhe your diſguſt to the 
falſe, to what is affected, and which thoſe who give 
it forth have only at ſecond-hand: you perhaps 
have a reliſh for the true, for what runs from the 
fountain. Let it then come to you, and do not 
reſiſt the truth that ſeeks you. The kind of life 
in which you are engaged does not render you 
happy ; or if there are moments in which you ſeem 
fo, you are ſufficiently ſenſible that this happineſs 
is not laſting ; that it is not the true happineſs of 
man. You ſtupify yourſelves in ſuch purſuits ; 
you run from pleaſure to pleaſure, and from amuſe- 
ment to amuſement : you lay out for yourſelves 
occupations which you regard as ſomething more 
real, and which ſhould fill up the aching void. 
It would be inſupportable to you to be obliged to 
live by yourſelves, and caſt your eyes inward on 
what touches you more nearly than your buſineſs 
or your pleaſures. You find there are times when 
man comes to himſelf, and when his diſorder makes 
itſelf felt in a manner lively and keen in propor- 
tion as he has avoided to ſee it, and as he has 
ſuffered it to ſtrike deep root in his heart. And 
you have no difficulty to comprehend that man 
muſt ſeek his contentment in order, and in that 
tranquility which order produces. Wiſdom is ready 
to make you enter into this order, and ſhe requires 
nothing elſe of you but to follow the voice of conſci- 
ence and the inſtinct, which ſhould guide you. In 
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the midſt of your pleaſures it has ſpoken to you ; 
neither has it been diſcouraged when you have re- 
fuſed to hearken to it. Your exceſſes perſiſted in, 
againſt its advices, have only ſaddened it, and 
reduced it to ſtraits; they have not ſtifled it, as 
falſeneſs and hypocriſy ſtifle it in thoſe who make 
a mock of all that is moſt holy and reſpe&table. 
— Theſe are the enemies of religion, the monſters 
which ſhe flies from, and to whom Divine Wiſdom 
either ſpeaks not at all, or ſpeaks to in vain. But 

ſhe ſpeaks to you who have never mocked her, 
and have even ſerved with ſome generoſity and 
uprightneſs, the ſpirit of the world, to which you 
have given yourſelves up. Accept then what ſhe 
offers you, go over to the ſervice of God, to whom 
you belong, and you ſhall ſoon find to what a degree 


05 he is generous and beneficent; how much he is 


above all the dry and narrow ideas that men have 


given you of him; how ready he is to receive thoſe | 


that return to him, let them be in what diſorder 
they may. He has made man, and he knows what 
he is Capable of: he does not forget him in his 


corruption,” not even in an enormous corruption. 


The more or leſs of corruption in man, does not 
make more or leſs in the divine mercy. Quite 
the contrary, - the Divinity takes delight to draw 
man out of a great mire, out of a deep gulph, 
in order to make hirpſelf beloved more ſtrongly 
by him,” and prefers thoſe who love him ſtrongly 
to others for whom he has done leſs, and who love 
him lefs. | * Man 
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Man, let him be what he will, does not draw 
his worth from the kind of life he has choſen ; let 
him honour himſelf little or much, by all that with 
which he ſets himſelf off, by that he is not really 
important; for no honour is due to him, and if all 
was to be ſeen that paſſes in his proud mind, no 
honour would be given him. But it concerns 
him to honour God, whoſe workmanſhip he is, 
and to enter into a diſpoſition to honour him 
much, to give himſelf up to him, to confide in 
his bounty; and by that means give the Almighty: © 
room to exerciſe it towards him, to make it ſhine 
forth to the eyes of thoſe who know him not, and 
by that means to draw them to him. All men 
are as uncultivated lands with reſpe& to God, 
when he has a mind to ſow his word in them; 

and if the decent part of the world, regular 
people, have great advantages. over others, it is 
reſpecting fociely much more than with regard to 
religion. The thiſtles and briars with which an 
eſtate may be covered, do not much lefſen the 
value of it to him who has a mind to cultivate it; 
and the good herbs that may, as it were accident- 
ally, be found there, does as little augment it. 
The plough, without diſtinction, overturns bon 
the one and the other, and the ſole goodneſs. of 
the ſoil conſtitutes its value. Oh ye who are as 
fallow grounds! ſuffer yourſelves to be made 
fields, and you ſhall perhaps be of better re- 
port, and more valued by the Maſter, than thoſe 
Gs | fields 
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fields which have been a long while cultivated, 
and have been worn out in the hands of bad 
farmers. The difficulty will be great to bring 
regular men to this. The people of ſeeming merit, 
who by their mere moral virtues, and by what has 
gained 'the publick approbation, and drawn on 
them the eyes of men, reſt in this ſtate, as people 
who are entered imo order. They make religion 
enter in as a part of their merit, but it is rather 
to raiſe the reputation of their regularity than to 
make the ground of their character; and this, alas! 
rather ſerves to render them rhore culpable, than 
to juſtify them. Tt is certain, that what is called 
merit in the world, gives thoſe that have it, an 
advantage above the common ſort of men; but its 
true uſe is not for them to ſet themſelves out with 
their fine qualities, in order to dazzle thoſe that 
look at them, and to make them idolize them; it 
is that they may have ſomething gloriouſly to ſacri- 
fice to God, in renouncing their fancied merit to 
pleaſe him : it is, that they may prefer his appro- 
bation to that of men. For to renounce one's 
vices is an equivocal thing; one may do that 
through ſelf-love, or in order to pleaſe the world, 
which indeed does make more account of virtue 
than vice; but to renounce what the ſuperficial 
world efteems as merit (and which tempts us ſo 
much to eſteem ourſelves) and to prefer to this 
eſteem, the ſecret approbation of God, has nothing 
in it that is equivocal; it can be nothing but the 

| deſire 
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defire of pleaſing him that can have this effect upon 
us; and there is nothing but God himſelf that can 


give us this deſire. 


This is, without contradiction, the true merit, 
by ſo much the greater as it triumphs over the 
other, and raiſes itſelf on its ruins; and it is much 
more agreeable to God when theſe examples ariſe 
amongſt people of diſtinction, as they have more 
general notice and influence than thoſe of brdinary- 
or common people. 


But, independently of this, the true merit has its 
charader, and, without endeavouring to impoſe 
on one's ſelf, it is impoſſible to miſtake it. The 
leaſt one can ſuppoſe of it is, that it muſt be 
ſuitable to man, through the whole extent of his 
. exiſtence ; that it muſt not leave him at his going 
out of the world, when he ought to, or will, begin 
to find his greateſt account in it, and enjoy the 
fruits of his labour. Man being placed in time as 
in the road to eternity, ought to fet a value on the 
things he finds on his road, not according to what 

they are in themſelves, but by the relation they have 
to im. He ought to look on every thing as an 
obſtacle, that ſtops and hinders him in his journey ; 
and to tell himſelf that the man of true merit is he, 
who, inſtead of amuſing himſelf, and bounding 
himſelf by time, has the courage to go beyond 
time, and regards amuſements only for what they 

are, 
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| are, and to reckon among amuſements every thing 

|| that is not comprehended in his great taſk ; every 

| thing that Providence has not particularly charged 
him with, and which others would do, or take care 
about, if he did not. He ſhould eſpecially remem- 
ber, that true merit renders the man that has it, 
liable to contradiQtions, and ſeldom to approbations; 
to refine him by croſſes adminiſtered by thoſe who 
live but. for this life, and to whom all that relates 
to eternity appears either as a folly, or elſe as a 
ſubject of vexation. God will have thoſe ſo tried 
who prefer eternity to time. He diſpenſes croſſes 
to them, and condemnations, becauſe they are 
croſſes and condemnations to be ſupported for the 
love of him, and which he will reward in eternity. 
He cannot recompence that which has for its 

Motive the approbation of men. Thoſe who have 
fought it, have attained their end, and have no 
right to demand any thing beyond it. But he 
cannot be wanting to thoſe who have had him 
alone for their end. His will ſhall be agreeable 
to them, and ſhall make their happineſs in eternity, 
even as far as it was agrecable to them in time, 

| and fo far as they have conſented that it ſhould 

| 17 conſtitute their merit. 


Thoſe who in fetting themſelves off by virtues, 

or qualities which they ſuppoſe to be agreeable to 

| God in proportion as they are found agreeable 
and approved by men, deceive themſelves, by the 

; | end 
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end they have thus in view; for God admits of no- 
partnerſhip. Once more, it is the end and motives 
that decide all; and it is their duty to examine 
themſelves thereon, and not to believe the opinions 
which others have of them, but the teſtimony of 
their own hearts where their motives are diſcovered. 
The world impoſes on him who would impoſe on 
it, and the cheat we would put on others, eaſily 
falls back on ourſelves. There 1s nothing but the 
true light, the divine word, which ſpeaks to us in 
the bottom of the heart, that can enlighten us in 
our paſſage through the world ; and preſerve us 
from the turnings that preſent themſelves to us; 
among which, that of the world's eſtabliſned merit 
is dangerous by its plauſible appearance. It is a 
way which ſeems right to man, in his mere fallen 
or natural ſtate; but the iſſue thereof leads to 
death, which he does not ſee. | 


The rich man, who was clothed. with purple 
and fine linen, and who rejoiced ſplendidly every 
day; what, in ſhort, did he do more than is done 
by people of the world, who are called people of 
merit? He is interred too; after. his death men 
ſpeak of him vith eulogiums; they make him a 
model of perfection, and place him in paradiſe; 
while no one ſays a word of the poor Lazarus, in 
whom there was nothing remarkable but his ulcers, 
and whom the rich man, as well as others, diſdained, 
when he applied for ſupport in his poverty. But 

1 with 
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with all the praiſes which men gave this rich man, 
as much a man and a fon of Abraham as he might 

think himſelf, he is in hell, in a place of torments ; - 
from thence he only ſees afar off Lazarus in the 
boſom of Abraham, in that ſweet peace which is 
the recompence of the bitterneſſes of faith ſupported 
by patience. He reckoned to have got there at 
once, but he is a great way off. | 


This parable of the rich man interred, and who 
is usjuſtly called the wicked rich man, and of 
Lazarus covered with ulcers, and deſpiſed; is 
worthy the attention of thoſe called people of 
merit, and relates to them more nearly than may 
appear at firſt view. It is to them that it properly 
relates. But this man who here repreſents them, 
and is ſhewn to them in torments, is not eaſily 
known by their eyes, in the natural or fallen ſtate, 
no more than they (through the appearances they 
alſo aſſume) are to be known by the eyes of others. 
Thus there is no difficulty to comprehend that this 
parable is more extenſive than it at firſt appears: 
and it is to thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed ſrom the 
common claſs of mankind that we addreſs a lan- 
guage which the common claſs would rejett, were 
we to talk to them in it. It is certain that the 
ſumptuous outſide of a rich man is not here the 
only thing in queſtion, no more than the poverty 
oppoſed to thoſe riches, and the various circum- 
ſtances attendant on thoſe things. External riches 

| are 
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are a figure of internal riches, and the ulcers, 
which ſerve to cleanſe the body, ſhadow out ſome- 
thing analogous in regard to the ſoul; even a 
purification that gives ſtrange appearances to thoſe 
in whom it is at work, diſtinguiſhing them as the 
perfect oppoſites to the people of the world's merit. 
The moſt ſenſible perſons would not be able to 
know their friends in this condition, and would be 
apt to condemn inſtead of comforting them. The 
dogs which lick theſe ulcers, are thoſe who cleanſe 
the outſide, and to whom we ſurely ſhould not 
abandon thoſe Lazarus's! But Providence, to 
render their evils ſupportable, will make even the 
dogs kind to them, and by that means confound 
thoſe men who abandon them. The rich man that 
is here ſpoken of, far from diſcharging his duty to 
the poor Lazarus, thinks of nothing but to appear 
in his purple before thoſe who admire him, and to 
ſet forth his own eminent qualities, which impoſe 
on mankind ; takes pleaſure in himſelf, in his fine 
linen, in his own righteouſneſs, which ſeems to 
render his dreſs complete. Every day he makes 
his abundant merit ſhine forth, has a pleaſure in 
the oftentation of it, and in making himſelf eafy 
thereon. It is himſelf that he regales, and to 
whom he gives the honour of all the goods in his 
poſſeſſion, and not to God, to whom he ought 
to refer it. | 
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It is neceſſary that this falſe ſatisfaQtion in a man, 
in a ſon of Abraham, ſhould be done away before 


he can get to his father; he ſhould rejoice only 


in having practiſed the virtues which may make 
Abraham acknowledge him for his real ſon. The 
part of his body in which he ſuffers moſt, is his 


tongue; this happens to him as much for having 


his own glory in view, by the words which he has 
ſpoken, as for having eaten deliciouſly. 

In his ſufferings (which ſerved as a purification 
to him, as the ulcers did to Lazarus) he calls upon 
Abraham, and deſires Lazarus may be ſent to his 


iber houſe ;—ſent to that part of the earth where 


men pps God as if they were his children. 


Chriſtendom is this houſe ; the rich man has 


chere five brethren, and he would fain have certifi- 
"ed to them the truth, which teaches the renouncing 
of appearances, as well as the pleafures, of life ; that 


is, fo far as we make it the bufineſs of life; that 
they might know the condition in which he was, 


in order that they 8 not come into chat place 


of torment. | 


Here charity makes a part of his charaQer, and 


this circumſtance clearly demonſtrates, that he is 


a man of merit, ſo called, and by no means a 
ſeemingly ill man, that is here repreſented to us. 


Even in his * he is concerned for the 


1 
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people of his order; he knows how far they are 
from miſtruſting the lot that awaits them at the end 
of liſe, and he would preſerve them from the 
torments which he endures. Their number, the 
number of ſix brethren is a deſignation of as many 
periods marked out to Chriſtianity, in which this 
ſort-of riches is looked on, as what is moſt perfett, 
It is well that thoſe whom this parable concerns 
ſhould know that they are arrived at the fixth 
period, and that their order ſhall not reach to the 
ſeventh. Another ſort of merit ſhall reign then. 
Simplicity, and the fear of God extended through 
the whole life, ſhall be then acknowledged as 
conſtituting the perfection of man; and thoſe who 
bring many to righteouſneſs ſhall be the people of 
merit. This is the merit we with them; as they 
are allowed to be what the world has of beſt and 
moſt beautiful ; but the world ſhall periſh in what it 
has of fine and eſlimable as well as what it has of 
| bad. And it ſhall be found that true merit conſiſts 
in not being a man of this world, but in daring to 
give ourſelves up to religion, and to what the 
divine inſtinft requires of us, without fearing what 
may be the conſequence from men: as merit and 
courage, according to the world, conſiſt in daring 
to do every thing that has the approbation of men, 
without conſidering or being afraid of what may 
happen with regard to God. The oppoſition that 
is between God and the world is a decided truth. 


' What is great in the eyes of the world is an 


H 2 abomination 
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abomination before God. The brethren of this rich 
man have Moſes and the prophets (that is, con- 

ſcience within, and the witneſſes of truth without) 
which will tell them all they want to know. It is 
their bufineſs to give attention to them, and not to 
expect more convincing teſtimonies, or that they 
| ſhould be addre ed to them i in a more e 
„ 


Men are not men but by religion, by the heart | 
filled with the fear of God, and uprightneſs. It is 
the heart, ſays Divine Wiſdom, that I require of 
them; without that I have no good to do them. I 
will prepare it for my habitation, and they ſhall be 
infinitely gainers by giving it me. In the ſtate in 
which it !s,—empty of juſt ſentiments, and of all 
that makes the contentment of man, and filled with 

| that only which tends to give appearances, it is of 
no uſe to them; it languiſhes under the yoke of 
their own reaſon, to which they have ſubjefted it, 
no leſs than under that of the paſſions, from whence 
reaſon ſhould guard it: and inſtead of ſerving as a 
retreat from the evils that ſurround them, it is a 
place of torment, which ſends them back again to 
thoſe evils. Inquietude, trouble, fear, ſolicitude, 
_ ſuſpicion, hatred, and vengeance, are lodged there, 
and baniſh man from himſelf. Turned wanderer, 
he runs here and there, and In.] r not what he 
ſeeks; be throws himfelf into occupations that are 


pot ggrreable to him, and into amuſements that 
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cannot tranquiliae him. Sometimes he gives him- 
ſelf up to libertiniſm and irreligion; at others, to 
the opinions and imaginations of men, and to all 
that they give him for religion. Every thing that 
flatters and promiſes him either preſent happineſs, 
or future ſalvation, he adopts ; as a man, afflicted 
with a long diſtemper, gives himſelf up to thoſe 
who talt to him of a cure, and cry up their me- 
dicines, and who often by that means complete 
his deſtruction. | | 


J am ready to change this unhappy ſtate, ſays 
Divine Wildom, and I require nothing from man 
but that confidence which he is not fired with 
giving to thoſe who have fo long amuſed him. I 
will drive from his heart the troop of enemies that 
lays it waſte. I will reſtore tranquility there, and 
I will make for man a home, a place where he 
may take refuge, and find that which he ſeeks to 
no purpoſe outwardly ; to wit, peace, which ſhall 
ſtand him in ſtead of all things, and which puts 
an end to all his inquietudes, by ſetting at liberty 
the divine inſtinct, which is in him, as it were, in 
captivity, and cannot do its office. I will aſſign 
him the work which is convenient for him, the taſk 
of every day; to his labour ſhall ſucceed ſweet 
repole, to which, at preſent, he is as much a 
_ ſtranger, as he is to the work; and the work ſelf 
I will render eaſy and agreeable to him. I will 
make thoſe ſentiments to grow up in him which 
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nouriſi the confidence I require from him, and 
which will excuſe him from having recourſe to 
reaſonings, from whence he draws no advantage. 
I will make him recover the reliſh for ſimple truth, 
which men had cauſed him to loſe, by their com- 
pofitions, by their productions of the head, which 
only preſent a vain knowledge, which nouriſhes not; 
but my truth ſhall nouriſi him, and make him 
proſper. Knowledge itlelf, irue knowledge, ſhall 
not be wanting ; a thouſand and a thouſand new 
truths ſhall ariſe in the heart where I inhabit. 
They ſhall cover it, as the flowery herb covers 
the green meadows in ſpring- time; and my new 
abode in the heart of my friends ſhall indeed pro- 
duce the ſpring in them, From thence, as from a 
bleſſed ſeed, it ſhall ſpread itſelf over the earth ; 
men ſhall know the truth which the falſe ſciences 
had darkened and made to diſappear ; and I will 
bring them back to the ſimple, to the divine, from 
whence their attachment to what is from man only, 
had ſet them at a diſtance. I will bring on the 
earth happy times, in which hon:fly and famplicity 
ſhall take place of fraud and artifice ; times in 
which men ſhall be valued by the heart, which 
ſhall be cultivated, and which ſhall bring forth, 
like a happy ſoil, good things in abundance; nor 
ſhall they any longer hcap up borrowed and falſe 
riches, nor make for themſelves apparent virtues, 
which neither have God for their principle or 
end, eſpecially I will do them good, by teaching 
| | them 
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them to converſe with the Divinity, in the lan- 
guage of the heart, which he likes, and for which 
they have heretofore ſubſtituted that cf the head, 
which God ever diſdains if the heart is not there, 
and which, for the moſt part, the very heart itſelf 
diſdains, and refules to enter into. 


From henceforward, therefore, let men turn 
towards me; let them enter into uprightineſs, into 
the ſituation in which they will proſper; like as 
people who go into a pure air, which, more than 
any thing, contributes to recover them from weak- 
neſs. Let them give up their kearts, which 7 
require, and where all the good which God ordains 
for them muſt be begotten, for this purpole, that 
after I have ploughed it up, and prepared it to 
bring forth, I may ſow it. Let them from hencefor- 
ward be attentive to what they are told by the divine 
inſtinft, by whoſe voice I ſpeak to them. All the 
time they reſiſt me is loſt to them, and they t mſelves 
will be loſt, if they perſiſt in reſiſting me; for they 
are now no longer the times in which the Divinity 
(ho was but little known) excuſes in men their luke- 
warmneſs to do his will, their languiſhing religion, 
and their life ſpent in eaſe and ſlumber. The light 
begins to ſhine upon them, and God requires of them 
the works of the {zght and of the day; requires up- 
rightneſs, an uprightneſs that extends to evil as well 
as to good, to the end that the good may proſper and 
ſtrengthen in them, and that the evil may grow weak 


and be loſt. e is che main thing in man; 
nothing 
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nothing elſe he may aim at, will repair the want of 
uprightneſs. It is a defect which excludes us from 
all the advantages ordained for humanity, and 
from the happy times in which it muſt flouriſh on 
the earth 


Men are offended with the low appearances of 
che inſtinct within them, and at its mute language: 


they form an idea of the divine as of ſomething 


pompous, irreſiſtible, or that carries all before it; - 
in this they deceive themſelves, and confound the 
Rates of the lowneſs of Jeſus Chriſt (in whom all 
the divine is centered) with thoſe of that glory which 
his abaſement produces. They even ſhew a forget- 
ſulneſs of that external Chriſtianity they make pro- 
feſſion of. We muſt put them in mind that they are 
engaged to adore an infant, an infant born in a ſtable, 
among brute animals, and laid in a manger. Per- 
haps one might help them to obſerve ſome relation 


between this myſterious birth (ſo uncommon in its 


circumſtances) and what is required of man with 
regard to the divine inſtinct. Might not the heart 
of man be conſidered as this fable, a place to be 


- cleanſed ; and the familiar domeſtic animals which 


lodge together there, might not they repreſent the 
kind and beneficent affections of well · diſpoſed per- 
ſons in whom this birth may take place? The 
- manger too in which the child was laid, may it 
-not ſhadow forth 'the ſame good diſpoſition, . a 

_ "Giſpoktion to pre 127 and TON the child itſelf? 
This 
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This child Jeſus in the manger of the heart, is 
it not the nouriſhment of the ſoul? And is not 
the divine inſtinct the ſame ; is it not that on which 
the ſouls ſubſiſts ? Is it not the life of the ſoul? 
This infant grew, and became a man, and thoſe 
who adore him in his mean eſtate or ſmall appear- 
ance, will have no reaſon to repent of it. 


This man, a man as yet without a great appear- 
ance, and rejected by the greateſt part of thoſe 
who knew him, did wonderful things. And, 
at the time when thoſe who followed him least 
expefied it, he changed his form, and appeared to 
them ſparkling with glory. And thus will it be 
with the inſtinct that is in us. Let us then reſpett 
it whilſt it is but a child, and ſpeaks to us a mute 
and gentle language. This language will be ſuf- 
ficient to turn us from evil and carry us to good; 
ſufficient to determine us towards the path which 
we ought to tread, and make us do our taſk ; let 
us do what it requires of us. Let us afford the 
inſtinct its nouriſhment, which is to do the will of 
him from whom it comes, and then it will not be 
always as a child in us: it will grow in ſtature, 


© ſtrength, and comelineſs, its obſcurity will not laſt 


long ;-the time will come when we ſhall ſee him in 
greater glory, and when he will enlighten us 
for the knowledge of all truth. Even inward mira- 
eles to us ſhall not be wanting. This divine inſtinct 
ſhall operate in us 1 he finds faith there) all that 

1 inwardly 
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inwardly which he wrought outwardly (for he was 
outwardly what the inſtinf in us is inwardly), Alt 

his miracles were figures of what he will work 
inwardly, at his ſecond coming in ſpirit, and which 
is as extenſive as that which was in the fleſh (in 
the time when parables and figures had place) was 
bounded. He wrought thoſe miracles in a very 
ſtrange manner, ſince he declares thoſe happy 
who ſaw them, and were not offended in him; 
and he will ſpiritually continue this manner of 
working. Let us know the Meſſiah by the offence 
which carnal men feel againſt him; even thoſe 
whom the world ſtiles good people, know him by 
that, as well as by the good he does to thoſe who 
have faith, and whom he comes to aſſiſt. Let us 
acknowledge the wonders themſelves which the 
Meſhah operates in thoſe who have faith, by the 
ſcandal which accompanies them, and which ans 
guſts and drives away the . 


The reaſon of man, n W to comle ;tſell, 
and to go beyond its ſphere (and always blind when 
it does go beyond it) is ever rebelling againſt what 
is divine, and condemning it; becauſe the divine 
is always oppoſite to his reaſon, which exalts itſelf, 
and always tends towards its condemnation. The 
Divinity, ſupremely free, and whoſe will is the 
firſt ſource of all good, has confined himſelf within 
no rules of our reaſon, not even within thoſe. that 
to us he may ſeem to have impoſed on himſelf. He 

| is 
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is pleaſed to go beyond theſe, to confound men, 
who would ſet them as bounds to him. By this 
means there will be a continual war between proud 
reaſon and the divine truth ; and man cannot have 
a reliſh for the truth, but by renouncing all reaſon- 
ings thereon; that is, by renouncing them for a 
time, and by giving up his heart to that ſimplicity 
and ſubmiſſion to which the divine is adapted, by 
putting himſelf in an entire dependence on the 
divine will. This will is manifeſted to him in his 
heart, by the divine inſtinf, and to which every 
one is called to attend to. The outward teſtimony 
will exhort men to attend to it in themſelves, as 
diligently as at the time in which he ſpoke to men 
_ outwardly. - A voice from heaven told them they 
ſhould hear him outwardly, and they ſhall com- 
prehend that, as heretofore he came in the fleſh, 
he now comes, comes to dwell in man, and renew 
him by his word. This is the myſtery of the latter 
times, the great myſtery, agreeing perfectly with 
the nature of God, and the nature of man; and 
ſo plainly declared as it is in the Scriptures, it is 
aſtoniſhing that men, who profeſs to believe the 
| Scriptures, and who like to reflect on what agrees 
or difagrees, ſhould be ignorant of it! He who 
knows or feels this truth, knows the one thing 
neceſſary, and does not much trouble himſelf about 
the reſt; he even refuſes to know Jeſus Chrift ac- 
cording to the fleſh, or, as the latter manifeſts 
him to mere reaſon, or in the traditional way 
EA he 
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he has formerly known him; he reckons this 
knowledge among what is old and paſt, and he 
Ricks to what is new, to what is ſpirit and life, and 
what he feels proves efficacious in him for his 
renovation, If an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt hath 
declared himſelf thus far, on bebalf of this inward 
knowledge, it ſhould ſeem that the Divinity of the 
inſtinct, the word of God in man (and which indeed 
ought to be acknowledged as God) is fufficiently 
proved. But thoſe who are the oppoſites to the 
apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, thoſe who under his name 
give forth their own words, know not this myſtery ; 
for fleſh and blood, reaſon, and the inclinations 
reaſon Favours, give not this knowledge of it. We 
| muſt receive it from above, or from the divine. 
within. 


Such men or teachers do in our days, what the 
teachers of old did; they build, they pretend to 


erelt the temple of God, and they reje& that which 


is the principal ſtone of the corner. It is his lot 
thus ſtill to be miſtaken and rejected, and in this 
very ſenſe too Jeſus Chriſt may be called the ſame 

to-day, yeſterday, and for ever, even as long as 
it ſhall be neceſſary. to know him by am and not 


ele. 


The time for the manifeſtation of the wonders of 
Divine Wiſdom is come; for he for whom they 
are performed, the Marvellous himſelf, comes, and 
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is.about to manifeſt himſelf; and men ſhall find-to 
what degree they are deficient in faith as well as in 
diſcernment, by the reli they have of what comes 
to them from Divine Wiſdom. His book, the 
Scriptures, which muſt be a book of wonders, and 
which hitherto has been in obſcurity, is about to 
come out of it, and to appear in that ſplendour which 
| befits it, but which does not agree with the eyes of 
men clouded with darkneſs ; but that wiſdom which 
has dictated it, will tale off the mean dreſs that has 
covered it, and hid its ſecrets from prophane eyes. 
In its magnificent habit, which was not ſeen under 
the other, it is about to dazzle and ſurpriſe thoſe 
. who have handled and abuſed it, even the doctors, 
who had ſeized it for themſelves, and darkened it- 
| for others. And men ſhall ſee what has been the 
| knowledge of their doctors, and what ſervice they 
have been of to them. Inſtead of making uſe of 
the teſtimonies of this divine book, as far as it was 
underſtood by them, ſimply to confirm men in good 
and drive them from evil, they have made uſe of 
it chiefly to frame the ſcience which they call Divi- 
nity ; a texture of dogmas and opinions which the 
ſpirit of God never had in view, and which the 
patriarchs, the prophets, Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
apoſtles have never known, and which has done men 
all the damage that their reaſon, armed with the letter, 
which kills, could do them. They have drawn from 
the Scriptures wherewith to trouble and frighten the 
ſimple, and the peaceable of the carth, whom the 
5 inward 
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inward attractions ſubdue to the will of God more 
than to them. On the other hand, they have made 
them ſerve; encourage, afld ſtrengthen the raſh ones 
(thoſe in whom the ſpirit of the world exalts itſelf) 
and to unite them in intereſt with themſelves. 
Inſtead of making the moſt of the truths which this 


book, by its whole tenor, eſtabliſhes; inſtead of 


making men comprehend the neceſſity of chuſing 
between God and the world, of fearing God in 
ſingleneſs of heart and doing his will, they have 


fixed on and taught all forts of particularities, which' 


make men lofe fight of thoſe great truths. They 


have found out ſhifts, reaſons which, in an in- 


dirett manner, excuſe men from the fear of God, 
and the neceſſity of renouncing the world; and, 


making ſcience their all, they have made it the 


all of the men they pretend to mſtrutt. They have 
heaped up out of the divine writings what they 
perſuade men will juſtify them; men who are 


become their dependents, who are become even 


as they are, or converted as they are converted ; 
and fo are no longer to be frightened at this ſup- 


poſed juſtified courſe of life. Thus they have been 
 Inſenfibly led to fet a value on a religion that 


thus ſeems to juſtify them, to-contend for this 
juſtification, and to drop the reſt; to hear the 


Chriſtian religion thus treated of, and to look 
upon it as made for that end. e 
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But the doQtors have more eſpecially diſcredited: 
the divine writings, by making men look on them, 
not as writings whoſe obſcurities included depths, 
and myſteries which ſurpaſſed their reach, and 
which ſhould ſome time diſcover themſelves, but as 
writings clearly underſtood by them, and which contain 
nothing more than things which they could explain. 
Thus the words of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe depth 
extends through all time, and beyond the duration, 
of heaven and earth, have been bounded by them, 


as far as was in their power, to the then times, and 


they have applied them to trifling circumſtances, 
agreeable to their own confined knowledge : and by 
thus correcting and explaining them in their way, 
they have made them like their ,qwn productions, 
and expoſed them to the ridicule of libertines, as 
well as to the diſlike of reaſonable people. Now 
as divine writings, which are not to be injured with 
impunity, they are about to revenge themſelves 
for the wrong which has been ſo long done them; 
they are about to bring forth againſt thoſe raſh and 
impious men, the piercing teſtimony which they 
hide under the letter, as a tharp ſword is hid under 
the ſcabbard that encloſes it. On the, other hand, 


they are alſo about to rejoice: the upright and 
ſimple, and to be the delight of thoſe who love 


the truth, and who are in expeRation of its ap- 
pearance, thoſe who ſhall have dared to deſpiſe 
the plauſible productions of men, and to prefer the 
ſtill language of the divine inſtindt, and the ſecret 
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ſentiments in their hearts. What wiſdom, what 


depth, ſhall theſe find in the divine writings! 
What juſtneſs quite divine, and which extends 
itſelf even to the leaſt expreſſions! What delicacy 
ſhall they ſee ſhine forth in them! What new tafte 


for the true, for the divine, ſhall they draw from 


them! How great ſhall be the common aſtoniſh- 
ment when they ſee that it is neither the learned nor 
the underſtanding who can read and explain them, 
but the ſimple and ignorant people, who have more 
of the child than the doctor! and that fuch ſhall 
underftand thoſe myſteries with eaſe, and as if 
they explained themſelves to them. Theſe divine 
writings ſhall eſpecially prove themſelves fo, and 
ſhall ſurpriſe men by preſenting them with an 
exact hiftory of what muſt happen in the times on 
which we enter, the latter times; a hiſtory of all 
that which is ready to come to paſs, rendered now 
conſiderable by this very circumſtance, to wit, 


dat all is found written and declared before-hand in 


this book of the Diviniry. 


Plan ſhall then RON if he wants attentiqn to what 
ein them; whether he has diſdained to caſt his 
eye on what is called little things, and which, when 
collected together, make a frightful enormity. 
This bock reſembles a convex mirror, which, by 
reflection, repreſents in little what exiſts in great; 
and men who ſee clear ſhall put it to this uſe. But - 
has Yor er, which is not leſs conſiderable; 
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will alſo be found to be a burning mirror, which, 
by concentering the rays of the ſun, ſets fire to 
what is oppoſite to it: then when they hall ſee 
the burning point make the earth its focus, they 
ſhall know what the divine inſtinct is; for it is by 
means of this inſtinct that the Scripture ſhall be 
underſiood ; and further, it is by its means that it 
ſhall be accompliſhed : and that the threatenings as 
well as promiſes which it contains, ſhall be fulfilled. 


Then ſhall they comprehend the uſe of this 
book, how much it ſurpaſſes that of the books 
which men make. What effect will it have with 
regard to all thoſe works of emptineſs which amuſe 
.and buſy mankind! What diſdain will it beget for 
that vile heap called erudition ! What contempt for 
the ſcience which they reverence as holy, and which 
for the moſt part, inſtead of raiſing, ſerves only to 
extingui/h the ſpark of holineſs in them, as well as 
to prevent them from perceiving holineſs where it 
really is / How great ſhall be their indignation when 
they ſhall ſee that what their teachers have made 
them look upon as l:ght, was things which principally 
hindered them from feerng clear, and in reality 
covered them with darkneſs! that things of no 
importance, and what they had no buſineſs with, 
have been revered for many ages; and that during 
all this time, theſe very things have laid mankind 
. waſte by the diviſions they have occaſioned and 
kept up among them! 
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The times on which we enter (namely, the times 
of truth) ſhall afford light, in order that men may 


be righteous to accompliſh, and not merely to know : 


in theſe times, falſe ſcience, the vain imaginations 
which leiſure and blindneſs have framed ; the pro- 
ductions of darkneſs, which have turned the day 


into night, /hall diſappear, and ſhall run to hide 


themſelves in the heads of the learned; even as 
bats, when the night is paſt, go to hide themſelves 


in thoſe ruins from whence they came out. If 


then, in thoſe times, a doctor ſhould dare to appear 
abroad with orthodoxy, he would be a mere ſpefta- 
cle, and men would laugh at him as much as at 


meeting a watchman who ſhould appear in broad 


day in his night equipage, with his brown bill, 
and lighted by 10 lantern. 


There * alſo another book, ſays Divine Wiſdom, 
which is not leſs exact than the Scripture; it is more 


general and more wonderful ſtill; and yet men who 


have it in their keeping, and turn it over inceſſantly, 


have never perceived that it was a book in which 


were inſtructions as well as mere pictures. This book is 
nature, written in living characters: Divine Wiſdom 
bas formed them with her own hand, and has hid 
all her ſecrets under the ſhell of the letter, or ex- 


ternal part, and where thoſe people always ſtop who 


cannot read further. The Scripture frequently refers 


to this book by the compariſons it draws therefrom, 


and confirming thereby, if it wants confirmation, 
| But 
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But it is ſtriking by elf, and has a charaQter of 
Divinity, which diſtinguiſhes it for what it zs. It 
ſhall raviſh with admiration all thoſe who have their 
eyes open, and who ſhall have been inſtructed 
in the ſchool of wiſdom ; and it ſhall give them 
an idea of the wonders of creation, as well as of 
the native excellence of man, for whoſe uſe they 
were created, and who has a capacity, when rightly 
cultivated, to comprehend them. 


Thoſe who hitherto have been looked upon as 
able (and who have only that ability which is ac- 
quired in ſchools, where themfeives are doflors) 
have reaſoned only on the outſide of this book, 
have ſet themſelves to diſcover the external ſtruc- 
ture of it, which does not concern them; and 
what might concern them, viz. its contents, in which 
it is chzefly wonderful, they have taken no pazns to 
diſcover, nor have ever conſidered what depths 
were to be diſcovered. Their reaſoning has not 
led them to conclude, that it was inconſiſtent with 
the Divine Wiſdom to have given man the deſire 
of knowing, and the capacity of unfolding, without 
at the ſame time preſenting him objects which ſhould 
anſwer to this gift, preſenting him things on which 
to conſider and unfold; and that the wonders of 
nature, the emblems with which ſhe preſents us, 
might be uſeful to this end. 
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The uſe which they have made of it, by enjoying 
all they could' enjoy, has contented them, and they 
have not conſidered that it was improbable Divine 
Wiſdom ſhould have made fo many things merely 
that man might ſenſually enjoy them, and ſatisfy 
his irregular deſires; that they ſhould have been 
made with ſuch care and deſign, without the 
Creator being determined 24 ſome end worthy 


hamſe If. 


The dofors have got no more knowledge by the 
uſe they have made of nature than the rats acquire 
by the books they eat. They affect the knowledge 


of divine things, and would inſtrutt men, whilſt 


they themſelves know not natural things, which 
are the image of the divine, made to lead us 


thereto, and which Divine Wiſdom has ſet before 
our eyes for that purpoſe. 


They are ignorant that all that nature produces, 
and even what men produce, when Divine Wiſdom 
direfts them, is the figure of inviſible things, and 
are perfectly repreſented thereby; that this alone 
agreed with nature, and could ſettle that relation 
between it and man which there ought to be; that 
it was neceſſary there ſhould be ſuch a difference 
as a good and a bad uſe of nature, to the end that 
man might be able to make a choice, that there 
might be ſomething to make a diſtinftion between 


Tree agents and machines, between men and the 


br utes, 
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brutes, who enjoy nature without knowing it. The 
dottors are ignorant in what conſiſts the excellence 
of nature, or what makes the excellence of Scrip- 
ture, becauſe they do not enquire of that Divine 
MWiſdom, from whence nature and the Scriptures 
proceeded ; and becauſe they have no mind to be 
obliged to her for their knowledge. 


That uprightneſs, that fear of God, that re- 
nouncing our own abilities, which prepare for the 
inſtructions that come from her, are preparatives 
moſt drſagreeable to them. They inſtead thereof 
apply to what is acquired with leſs trouble and 
mortification. They aſk one another as blinde men 
may, and their knowledges are ſuch as blind men 
may acquire, The ſame blindneſs that produces 
and makes ſuch knowledges be given, cauſes them 
to be received and valued. Therefore nature is 
not the book of the doflors. It is the book of the 
man who conſents that God ſhould ſpeak to him. 
This book is writ in no particular language, but in 
one that all men may underſtand; and if, in the 
times on which we-enter, all do not underſtand it, 
or ſee not the ſignification of the myſteries of 
nature, they ſhall at 2ſt be explained to all. This 
explication ſhall convince them that there is a 
Divine Wiſdom, whoſe operations are extended 
over all things, and fills the whole univerſe; that 
there is nothing wherein it does not ſhew itſelf, and 
ſpeak to the man who underſtands its language. 

| The 
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The intelligence which diſcovers theſe myſteries, is 
in the heart of man,—of im who is in dependence 
on the divine inſtindt, which is infinitely ſuperior to 
reaſon, becauſe reaſon depends on the organs of 
the body, and lets itſelf be corrupted by the ſenſes. 


or natural inclination. 


They will then comprehend that the fear of 
God is the ſource of all good to man, of all know- 
ledge, as well as all virtue. You who take pleaſure 
in reading, and who, in ſhort, muſt be diſguſted 
to find conftantly the fame things over and over 
again, only dreſt up in a different manner: you, 
therefofe, who ſeck for ſomething new, and to 
whom it is promiſed: you men of ſenſe, ſee then 
theſe books, nature and the Scripture, which 
Wiſdom has prepared for you (the underſtanding of 


the whole is to be met with in your heart). Indeed 
your heart, which in itſelf (by the principles of 


truth which are implanted ere) is a book as won- 
derful as the others. Theſe books will ſatisfy you 
entirely when you have the divine inſtindt for a 
teacher. He diretts all thoſe in the ſearch after 


truth, who are willing to be conducted by him, 


not only in what relates to life, when it is engaged 
to-aHton, but to a life devoted to the contemplation | 
of the truth, and to the courage of deſpiſing what 
only amuſes and leads to vain ſpeculations. 


"ha 
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Let us from henceforward begin to attend to this 
divine inſtindt, and drop the dofors, with their 
methodical wordineſs and reaſoned pedantries ; drop 
all thoſe who have nothing really to ſay to men; 
all thoſe, who under promiſing titles, only write 
from reſtleſſneſs and vain-glory, and whoſe readers 
are only their dupes. | 


In loſing the falſe taſte that they have formed in 
us, — the taſte for rifles, as well as for what does 
not concern us, and in getting rid of this taſte, 
even as a worſe thing than the falle knowledge that 
nouriſhes it, let us form in its ſtead, a taſte for 
what is real, and relates to us; even for the femple 
truth, for it contains all that is ſuitable to man. 
This diſpoſition adorns man, by the knowledge 
which ariſes from it. If after this change, when 
you read the writings of men, it will be the 
writings of thoſe who are truly men; books which 
have a relation to nature, Scripture, and the heart, 
and which, by exact explanations of each other, 
will render the underſtanding of them eafy to you. 


All true good comes from me,” ſays Wiſdom. 
I teach men to honour God, and to depend upon 
him; and it is I that unite them among themſelves, 
and place in their ſociety the order that ſtrength- 
ens the union. How then is it poſſible they 
ſhould miſtake me ſo far as to take a ſtranger for 
me, one who dilhonours the Divinity by the 
unworthy 
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unworthy ideas ſhe gives of him,. and who troubles. 
ſociety, and makes it miſerable by the diviſions thus 


ſown therein, cauſing men to ſet a value on opini- 


ons which, in truth, are worth nothing, but ſerve 


only to keep the diviſions alive? Her doctrine 
is borrowed, and her words are artificial: a falſe 
eloquence, where the heart has no ſhare, amuſes 
thoſe who are called together to hear her. How 
can they attribute all this to me?“ gays Divine 
Wiſdom. Or, if it is I, and not the ſtranger, 

that thus laviſhes on them that on which they 
feed, how comes it that I ſhould be ſo differenit 
from myſelf, that men ſhould differ on my ac- 
count, more than on any other? . Differ indeed 
they muſt, not with regard to the good and evil 
which I make manifeſt in them, and which mu? 


neceſſarily oppoſe each other; but with regard to 


the different dogmas, which they form them- 


| ſelves. Thus opinions, which they might be well 


contented to be without, and ceremonies, which 
cannot make them better, ſtill ſeparate and keep 
them divided. Now, though theſe things did 

them no otker harm, than to amuſe, and leave 


them always the fame, they might eaſily con- 


clude, they were not obliged to me for them ; 
how then can they attribute them to me, when 


 _ »they do them all poſſible miſchief, and when they 


can never demonſtrate the leaſt good to reſult 


From them? They draw leſs advantage from the 


inſtruttions they ' falſely attribute to me, than 
| the 
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the moſt untaught nations draw from the ſenti- 
ments which remain in their hearts, in the midſt of 
thole crude opinions they may happen to have 
in their heads; and theſe unpoliſhed people 
ſurpaſs them in good ſenſe, that is, in what is 
moſt important, and regards the good or evil 
deſtiny of man. For the general and confuſed 
ideas, which they have thereon, are ſuch as 
influence the common condutt of their life, and 
ſerve to regulate it; for they are far from 
believing, ideas alone, or the mere acknowledg- 
ment of them, ſtands them inſtead of religion : 
and the groſs images which they form of the 
Deity, only ſhew how far they are from knowing 
him with that knowledge which revelation gives. 
How true it is, that in hs reſpeft God has been 
pleaſed to hide himſelf from them! But the 
_ Ignorance in which they are, their differences 
pf religion, and their various divinities, do not 
make them enemies to each other, or ſeek their 
mutual deſtruction; at leaſt, theſe madneſſes are 
not common among them. They are, it is true, 
Corrupted like all other men; but they cannot be 
accuſed of making uſe of religion to increaſe their 
corruption (of making falſehood to jubſeft in them, 
and ſtrengthening it), What they call religion, does 
not plunge them into a ſecurity, into an indifference 
towards what is good ; for that is worſe than natural 
corruption itſelf. They indeed bow their knees 
to idols; but the love of good, and hatred towards 
4 | 7 evil, 
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evil, are not confounded in them by this worſhip, 
They continue to reverence the ſentiment innate in 
man; and every one is valued among them, in 
proportion to the effect theſe ſentiments have on his 
conduct. Thus they ſuffer the divine inſtinct, which 
produces theſe ſentiments, to af; and yp there- 
fore have really religion. | 


The juſt God will judge thoſe ignorant men 


according to that degree of ignorance from 


whence it has not pleaſed him to draw them, 


and he will require no more of them. He is not an 
auſtere and hard maſter, who reaps where he has not 
fown, and gathers where he has not ſtrewed; as the 


- unprofitable ſervant accuſed him. He will be 
contented with the real reſpect which they have for 
what is divine within them, and the worſhip they 
have rendered him in the bottom of their hearts, in 


proportion as he has manifeſied himſelf to them. 
Now idolatry, hateful to God, is that which is found 
among thoſe who have the means to know and 


: keep themſelves attached to him; not that which 


is the conſequence of ignorance. J/gnorance never 
was the great evil of man. The great evil is what 
the malignity of the heart produces, which with- 
draws him from the divine will, and forms gods 


agreeable to his own will. It is the idolatry which 
| ſets up the creatures for divinztzes, and makes us 
depend on them, either for truth, which can only 


come from God, or elſe for our good and evil 
deſtiny 
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deſtiny on earth, which alſo we ought to expect 
only from Providence. Theſe are the gods which 
hinder us from ſeeing the face of the true God, 
as they alſo hinder him from cauſing the light of 
his countenance to ſhine upon us. Theſe are the 
gods “ upon his face, that the law fo ſtrongly for- 
bids us to have. The other is but a figure of this, 
and does not greatly anger the Divinity; but hs 
irritates him, and cauſes the miſery of thoſe, who, 
boaſting that they know him, do at the ſame time 
prefer to him the creatures, men like themſelves ; 
doing their will rather than his, and preferring to 
his truth the dogmas and opinions of men, by which 
they renounce his Spirit, that Spirit which leads 
into all truth, and ſets all who are acquainted with 
it at liberty: inſtead of this liberty, they give 
themſelves up to the ſpirit of ſect and flavery, far 
more oppoſite to the ſpirit of truth than natural 
ignorance, and perhaps more ſo than even that 
libertiniſm, which mere nature produces, 


They indeed join in acknowledging one God, 
and in referring themſelves about him to one 
divine book; but on account of ſome different cir- 
cumſtances of worſhip which they render him, and 
different manners of underſtanding fome words of 
the book, they violate its whole contents; that is, all 
that is moſt eſſential, and indeed about which they 

There is a note, that this is a true tranſlation, from 
the Hebrew, of this expreſſion in the law, © 
} L 2 | are 
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are agreed. And where is it, in ſhort, that pro- 

phaneneſs and atheiſm (or the endeavours towards 
it) are honourable, and looked upon as freedom 
of thought? And where are uncleanneſs and 

libertiniſm become as heightenings to diſcourſe by 

the manner of uttering them? Barbarous people 
have never renounced humanity thus far: they 
have not adorned themſelves with inſamy, and in 
their naledneſ they have more modeſty than thoſe 
who are clothed, and who too generally conceal 
filthinels under a fine appearance. This is true in 
every ſenſe, and is what makes their unhappineſs. 
Is it religion? Are they the truths of Chriſtianity, 
which render men, to whom they are declared, 
worſe than thoſe who know them not? No; it is 
a daring to abuſe the truths of Chriſtianity. It is 
thoſe teachers who are themſelves corrupt, and 
make profeſſion to render men good, that do them 

all the miſchief. In their extreme corruption they 
corrupt boch the truth which they handle, and the 
men who expect to receive it from them; even as 

a bad leaven corrupts the whole maſs with which 

it is mixed. This they do; they diſcredit conſci- 
ence, which is the bridle of man, and in its ſtead 
ſubſtitute mere ſcience, daſcourfes in the air They 
ſpeak peace, and apply the divine promiſes to mali- 
cious and deceitful men, who by that means fortify 
themſelves in their error and malignity, and become 
in the end complete atheiſts and monſters, . 


if 
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If one could diſabuſe thoſe who pride themſelves 
in the name of Chriſtians, and prevail on them to 
look with kinder eyes upon thoſe who happen, by 
the permiſſion of Providence, to bear a leſs name, 
and whom from that cauſe they take occaſion to 
deſpiſe, one ſhould do them a confiderable ſervice. 
The wrong compariſons they make between them- 
ſelves and the Pagans, would fall of courſe ; and 
they would make other compariſons leſs to their 
own honour, and of more uſe to them. It ſeems 
that Providence had this in view, when he per- 
mitted the writings of ſome of the Pagans to be 
handed down to us, and that we ſhould be informed 
of the lives of ſome others. The Pagans are men 
like us, and lite us they are beloved by the Creator, 
in proportion as they anſwer the end of their crea- 
tion.; and if, inſtead of giving them an honourable 
name, Or a glorious taſk, he has given them one 
that abaſes them, it is not through any hatred that 
he has to them; for he hates none of his creatures: 
it is becauſe there ſhould be a diver/ity among 
men, which might afford him room to manifeſt 
his wiſdom and juſtice in the variety of rewards' 
and puniſhments which he ſhould appoint. Thoſe” 
among the Pagans, who finiſh their aft, ſhall be 
treated and recompenſed as faithful ſervants, even 
preferably to thoſe Chriſtians, in whom may be 
found even the ſame degree of juſtice: and theſe 
latter, who have a greater taſk ſet them, and who 
only pride themſelves therein, ſhall be ſeverely 
| | puniſhed 
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puniſhed. if they fail to perform it, more ſeverely 
puniſhed than thoſe Pagans, down to whoſe level 
they ſuffered themſelves to deſcend. And it is this 
way that things are tending, both with reſpeR to 
the one and the other claſs of men. | 
ſ 
- Let us therefore jodes- more favourably than 
we do of the Pagans, who, generally ſpeaking, 
are better people than we are; and eſpecially let 
us have more regard to the memory of thoſe ſages 
among them, who may one day riſe up in judg- 
ment againſt us: indeed, they are our judges 
already in their writings, would we but apply them. 
Let us then know them, and this knowledge may 
help us to know ourſelves, and it may by that means 
become a very uſeful knowledge to us. Socrates, 
Epiftetus, Marc. Antoninus, and others beſides, ' 
were not a different fort of men among the 
Pagans; theſe juſt men were taken out from 
amongſt them: and as among us, thoſe of the 
moſt merit are cloſely followed by others who 
aſpixe thereto, it cannot be doubted, but in 1 
different ranks of life they had their equals, as 
well as. their inferiors. Thefe men ordained to 
be known, as the others were to remain unknown, - 
(theſe men more known by us, than the others) 
were not content to be virtuous according to the 
common notion of virtue; they had God for their 
objekt and end, and devoted the ordinary courſe 
_ of their life to him. The motives (for motives make 
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all the value of human actions) were in them as 
they ought to have been; and Divine Wiſdom has 
borne them witneſs in manifeſting herſelf to them, 
in order to enlighten them, as well as to guide them. 
She has infuſed into their writings that infinuating 
truth, that deep ſenſe, which renders the diſcourſes 
of men valuable, and which are never in the writings 
of ſuch who are not devoted to her. And why 
was ſhe pleaſed that the writings of an emperor and 
a ſlave ſhould have been handed down to us, but 
to ſhew us the gifts ſhe has conferred on them, 
and to teach us that ſhe knew the Pagans from the 
leaſt to the greateſt; that ſhe favoured every one 
of them, as ſhe ſaw meet; and that the dif- 
ferent conditions of men as little hinder them from 
receiving her gifts, as their different religions or 
beliefs ? 


The little that we know of the lives of thoſe two 
men does not belie their writings, and makes us 
regret that we know not the whole. Providence 
has been pleaſed that the life of Socrates ſhould be 
more known to us; that he ſhould be ſet as an 
example to men, by what ſpeaks louder than human 
writings, even by the familiar commerce which 
the Spirit that guided him entered into with him, 
and by all the advantage he reaped from this 
commerce (without being obliged for his ability 
to outward inftruftions) was an obedience to the 
divine inſtin, to the voice which ſpoke to him in 
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his Aeart. This gave him all the ability that con- 
founded the /ophi/ts, the doflors of thoſe times; and 
from whence all eſtabliſhment of the truth muſt 
ever take its beginning. He perſuaded men to make 
room in themfetves for found ideas; and his ability 
had every mark of true ability, ſo ſcarce among us; 
of that ability which ariſes from the heart's being 
devoted to truth; the which tends to deſtroy the 
Frejudices which are obſtacles to man, and to draw 
him from matters that do not concern him. The 
ſimple obedience which Socrates rendered to his 
genius, or, in other words, to the divine inſtind 
within him, did not only give him thoſe great ad- 
vantages, but, though born a Pagan, and brought 
up among the errors and corruptions of thoſe times, 
made him a holy man; a man ſeparated from evil 
to ſuch a degree, that thoſe times and the deſigns of 
Providence then required ; a man, who, after hav- 
ing employed his life in inſtructing mankind, after 
having anſwered the vocation which he received, 
met with the ufual reward of the witneſſes of truth, 


and what fo often ſeals the divine truth, to wit, 


calumnies and accuſations from corrupt men, whom 
he endeavoured to make better, and even death 


itſelf, which he ſuff&fed with a tranquility, and in 


fuck a manner, as muſt confound thoſe who contend, 
that the future happineſs or miſery of a man is 
determined by what they call Chriſtianity and Hea - 
theniſm,” that is, the outward profeſſion of them. 


| Theſe 
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Theſe contenders deſtroy, by their wrong rea- 
ſoning on the ſubje&, that ſalutary conſuſion or 
ſhame, which the diſcourſes and lives of thoſe exem- 
plary men might occaſion, not only to the vicious 
men of our times, but even to moral people, who 
In their relaxations are apt to ſet bounds to this 
charaQter, which the Pagans have not done. In 
every view, in our times, as well as in thoſe that 
are paſt, we may abundantly find among the 
Pagans wherewith to confound thoſe who pride 
themſelves in the knowledge of the true God; but 
with whom, alas! ſuch knowledge goes no further 
than merely pronouncing his name; to ſay to- 
day, Lord! and again to-morrow, Lord! in the 
reiterated formal worſhip rendered him, without 
endeavouring to do his will, or ſerving him in 
reality. Thus alſo the grand dime or trial is about 
to manifeſt the works of men, ahd ſhew them what 
their worſhip is. The violent rain and overflowing 
floods; the inundations of war formed ſuddenly, 
and near at hand, and thoſe which in a greater 
number come from afar; and the formidable winds 
of the Spirit of God, which muſt put every thing 
in motion, are about to prove the great edifice of 
religion, as well as the little buildings of every one 
in particular which compoſe it. It will then be 
ſeen if they are built on the rock on which they 
proſeß to depend; if they will ſtand the ſhock to 
which they ſhall be expoled ; og whether, by their 
fall, by their very great ruin, they will appear to 

| M be 
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be built on the fluctuating ſand of man's word; 
only of man's word! which conſiſts in underſtand- 
ing without accompliſhing. 


The terrible revolution which muſt come to 
renew the knowledge of a God, become, as it 
were, ſuperannuated among men, has been al- 
ready, and ſhall yet be, declared to them; but 
men are taught to deſpiſe theſe advertiſements, and 
to regard as fanaticiſm all that Divine Wiſdom may 
cauſe to be declared by the prophets and witneſſes 
of truth, which ſhe may ſend to them; and alſo 
are taught not to attend to what e herſelf might 
ſpeak to them by the inward ſentiments of the 
heart, or inſlindt. There ſhall come no more 
© prophets,” ſay thoſe teachers, who have ſet them- 
ſelves in the place of the prophets ; they ſtill ſpeak 
peace to them, and the people wiſh to believe them. 
On this head it would be right to diſabuſe men, 
and to ſhew them the ground of what their dottors 
ſay thereupon, and what confidence they ought to 
have in them. The Divinity ſpeaks by the word, 
which he pronounces in the heart of every man, 
to let him know his preſent will ; but as all men do 
not hearken to it, he is obliged to ſpeak outwardly 
to them thus become outward, and to fend meſ- 
ſengers who may ſpeak to them as from him, being 
themſelves inwardly directed and qualified by his 
Spirit. When he has any extraordinary warning 
to give us, he ſends us prophets ; he puts his word 
. | | or 


RECOMMENDED TO MEN. 87 


or meſſage into the mouths of ſome, and into the 
hearts of others. The firſt declare the truth to 
ſemple fouls who have faith; the latter preſent it to 


thoſe who love reaſoning, which they make ule of 
to gain them that may receive it. "The divine 
znſlin&{ then owns and diretts it; and it differs 
from the ra/h reaſoning of thoſe teachers, who turn 
men aſide from the truth, as much as the iron with 
which the loadſtone is armed and fortified, differs 
from common iron, which by its approach would 
hinder its operation. The voice of conſcience, 
and that of the experimental witneſſes of truth, 
were at all times the ways of the Divinity, whereby 


he ſpeaks to men, and till the times come wherein 
all men will be immediately taught by him alone; 
then the divine inſlinct, ſet at liberty in them, does 


its office in all; thoſe ways will be always his ways; 
they agree both with the Divinity and with the 
nature of man. There is no reaſon we can con- 
ceive to make him change them, or whereby any 
other could be more ſucceſsful. If there are 
people to whom they are diſagrecable, it is to thoſe 
teachers, who have their own words to put off; thoſe 
who, being entered, through falſe motives, into the 
eccleſiaſtical order, teach for gain; and who, to 
extend it, and to merit the ſalary they receive, 


extend their teachings, and entertain mankind . 


with a thouſand things that are out of ſeaſon, and 
beſide the buſineſs, with what they have learnt 


from their ſelook and their books. They would 
| * 2 have 
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have difficulty to vend all thoſe inutilities, if con- 
ſcience, in its ſuccintt language (perfectly adapted 
to the preſent moment and ſtate of man) was heard; 
if men knew but the difference between that truth 
which is light, between divine truth, and what theſe 
teachers give them for. truth, and which, alas! is 
nothing but a mere dazzling image of it. Their 
- dottors and their blind guides are obliged, either 
to ſet at a diſtance from them this divine know- 
ledge, to rejett in themſelves the voice of conſcience, 
or elſe to-ceafe carrying on their trade; for their 
conſcience would diſapprove, did they not ſtifle or 
confine it. It would r-p10ve them for ra/hly under- 
taking to ſerve as guides to others, in a way in 
which they themſelves do not travel; and would firſt 
of all require of them to be converted themfelves, 
before they pretend to. convert others. 

* Refuſing to hear it in themſelves when it talks this 
language, they cannot but reje# and diſcredit it in 
others, and are not only of the number of thoſe, to 
; whom the Divinity manifeſts himſelf not, and whom 
he makes no w/e of to manifeſt himſelf to others ; 
but are in a way which leads them to every thing 
that is bad, both for themſelves and others: being 
no longer reſtrained by that which is alone capable 
of reſtraining evil inclinations, they give themſelves 
up 10 the falſe intereſt that guides them, and are 
the dupes of that malignity of heart, which they 
will not fuffer to be deſtroyed by the operation of 
| ES94 OW the 
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the divine inſlinf{ in them. This falſe intereſt tells 
them, that, in order to ſupport themſelves in the 
employment they have choſen, it is neceſſary not 
| only to diſcredit the inward word, to caſt out and 


kill the inſtindt (which is the true heir) that the 


inheritance may be theirs, but that they ought to 


ſettle it as an important and neceſſary point, that 


there /hall be no more prophets, no more men 
animated' by the Spirit of God, who, without fear 


of diſpleaſing men, ſhall tell them the truth that is 
conventent for them, and who would-not fail to tell 


it to theſe teachers themſelves, and to tell them 
terrible truths too. The Scripture, ſay they, 
* the Scripture contains all that God has to ſay to 
man now; it is ſufficient for us; and all theſe 
* novelties are of no uſe.” They make of the words 
which God has cauſed to be written as a text to be 
explained by his Spirit, when he ſhall judge proper; 
they make of it, I ſay, a matter quite explained by 
what they may ſay about it, and- endeavour to 
hinder the Divine Being from ſpeaking inwardly 
to us, that which makes way for a right under- 
ſtanding of the Scriptures. They ſubjett the 
Divinity more to his own book, than they ſubjeft 
themſelves to it ; and by the explanation which they 


give of this divine book, they undervalue and 


darken it, inſtead of making it underſtood and re- 
verenced. The Scripture has inconteſtably a hidden 
ſenſe ; and though this ſenſe ſhould not always be 
diſcovered, it muſt be ſuppoſed. A divine book 

1 1 8 muſt 
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muſt have it, and by that means be di/tingui/hed 

from the books of men: but, to the great joy of 
_ thoſe who have. fuppoſed this mward ſenſe, it begins 
to Meru itſelf. The Divinity by this means ſpeaks 
to the znward man, capable of comprehending it; 
and this new ſenſe of the Scriptures will be found 
zs much more important than the old ſenſe, or 
leuer, by which it only ſpoke to the reaſon, as the 
ward man is more important than the corporal. 
man, to whom alone reaſon ſerves as a guide. And 
now the Scripture is a book fealed up to the. 
doctors, and none but the Spirit of God can give 
us the underſtanding of it; and thus, with regard 
to the Seripture, we have need that the Divine 
Wiſdom ſhould ſend us experienced perſons, pro- 
phets, and wiſe men; and ſhe has promiſed to 
fend them to us: by the obſtacles which their 
enemies endeavour to throw in their way, they 
think to provide for their own ſafety, and hinder / 
thoſe experienced men, whoſe places they fill (and 
who indeed would be what they have moſt to fear) 
from coming to trouble them; they hate theſe men 
ſhould come, who alone can hinder them from 
doing men all the miſchief and evil that falſe 
doctrines and falſe prophecies can do them, and 
thereby they are drawing on themſelves the accom- 
pliſhment of the threatenings which the Scripture 
denounces on them. The Divinity has permitted 
that they ſhould ſucceed thus far in their deſign, 
that they Zrould thus attain the dominion they had 
! | in 
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in view, in order that the malignity of corrupted 
man, his capacity to ſeduce by the means of 
knowledge, and his inclination to give himſelf up to 
that ſeduttion which flatters him, ſhould be en- 
tirely manifeſted, and in due time give room for 
the Divine Juſtice to manifeſt uſelf in the fame 
proportion. 


The times of this manifeſtation, the times which 
muſt change the face of things, are come, and 
are now tending to put an end to ſeduction. The 
dottors and raſh guides, thoſe who hate one of the 
two maſters, and have undertaken to ſerve the 
other; they have undertaken to ſpeak on the part 


of God, without his having given them order, with- 


out his having made himſel , known to them, without 
having done it in his love and fear, or having ſe- 
7:0uſly endeavoured to beget this fear in others > 
thoſe who, after having put under che buſhel 
(which meaſures out to them their jalary) the light 


which they pretend to have, will not allow men, 
who in truth have the light, to put it in che can- 


dleſtick, that 'it may enlighten all that are in the 
houſe ; they have dared to decide that there ſhall 
be no more prophets; and have taught men to 


rejeft them, when the divine mercy might ſend 
them. But all the dottors and leaders, who think 


themſelves in ſecurity (becauſe they feel them- 
ſelves united in charafler and intereſt with men, 
from whom they ſeek their portion) ſhall meet 
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with a terrible portion; nor ſhall all their kill, 
nor all their precaution, guard them againſt it! 
After having been ſufficiently recompenſed by men, 
whom they have ſerved, and ſerved to their liking 
too, it remains that they ſhould receive a recom- 
pence from kim to whom men belong, and towards 
whom they have not led them; from him whoſe 
ſervants they have pretended to be, and whoſe 
ſervices, even in the eyes of all the earth, they 
| have ſacrificed to their own intereſts. He prepares 
a recompence for them, that ſhall ſurpriſe them, 
and will let all the earth know, that he whom 
they call Lord knows them not ; that they are the 
blind, who ſee not the ditch which is prepared for 
them, and into which they are ready to fall: for 
the divine book, the Scripture, which they make 
a trade of explaining, ſets it before their eyes in all 
its circumſtances; but they ſee it not: and by a 
double degree of blindneſs, which the Divine Juſtice 
permits” for their having deſpiſed prophecies, * they 
ſhall not ſee it, when . thoſe who have the ſpirit of 
prophecy ſhall” endeavour to few it to them. 
They ſhall lead into the ditch with them, | thoſe 
who have followed them to the end; all thoſe who 
would ſuffer themſelves to be turned aſide by their 
reaſoning, from the voice of conſcience, and the 
external teſtimonies which are addreſſed to them, 
a which their ne Ws | 


\ Thoſe . Sting thenſoloes contrary to the 
Weine truth, to "ha ſtone rejected, and become 
__ themſelves 
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themſelves the chief ſtone of the corner, ſhall /a 


on it, in thus endeavouring to oppoſe it, and ſhall 


be bruzfed ; but it ſhall fall on and grind to powder 
the authors of all that evil. 


He whom they dare to encounter, will oppoſe 
to that fort of order which they have eflabliſhed, a 
fort of diſorder ; to that falſe wiſdom which main- 


tains and ſupports this order, he will oppoſe a 


ſeeming fool;/lneſs ; to that flrength with which 
their wiſdom vaunts itſelf, he will oppoſe weakneſs: 
and his fooliſhneſs and his weakneſs ſhall be found 


” fironger than the ſtrength and wiſdom of man. By 


this he ſhall manifeſt himſelf to men as the living 
God, as the wonderful and mighty God! 


It is to be wiſhed that men had other ideas of the 


judgments they muſt go through, and the ſtate of 


fouls after death. Thoſe which their doctors give 
them have always been very infufficient. But in 


the times on which we enter, when the ſcourges - 


of God are about to ravage the earth, theſe ideas 
are like to prove more fatal to them than ever. 
They only ſpeak to them of a certain day of 
judgment, ſo diſtant in the notion they form of it, 
that it is even put into a proverb. On the iſſue 
of this they make men go into heaven or hell; but 
moſtly into heaven, whoſe entrance they render 
very eaſy. Other eſtabliſhed manners of ſpeaking, 
place men in heaven on their leaving this world ; 
N fo 
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ſo that one way or another, they generally find 
what makes them ſecure on that head, and where- 


with to comfort themſelves under the neceſſity = 


dying. But it would be better for men to know | 


that they muſt paſs through very ſevere judgments, 
by different Judgments, and which anſwer to the 
creation of man in the image of God. The firſt 
is, that which paſſes in the conſcience, which is 
the tribunal of God within us, where his ſpirit 
judges us continually, If we ſuffer ourſelves to 
be judged by him there it is well, and as if we 
| Judged ourſelves ; by this we do what i is recom- 
mended to us, and which make one of the praiſes 
of the ſons of Abraham. As the omiſſion of this 
judgment“ is- one of the reproaches made to the 


ſcribes and phariſees, the man who ſubmits himſelf 


to this Judgment of the ſpirit of God, in himſelf, 


and does not confine it, avoids being judged hero- 


after in another manner, and ſo will thus enter by 
death into life. This is the advantage of the ſaints 
and diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, who believe truly in 
him, and take up his daily crols. There is alſo the 
judgment when Jeſus Chriſt (at the time when he 


ſhall reign as king) judges the Gentiles, viz. all . 


thoſe among men, conducted mediately, and to 


whom nevertheleſs he had offered himſelf as a 


ſhepherd (who is the true ſhepherd of fouls) and 


*All the tranſlators put the word juſtice, and uprightneſs, 
inſtead of the word judgment, which is in the text, Cen. 
xviii. 19. Matt. xxiii. 23• 
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who: by their faith or their incredulity had rendered 
him favourable or unfavourable to them. Allo, all 
thoſe who. ſhall either have done good, or refuſed 
to do it. And laſtly, hoſe whom he acknowledged 
for his brethren, and who having paſt through this 
judgment, ſhall then regn with him. This judg- 
ment will come to paſs during the reign of Jeſus 
Chriſt upon the earth, which ſhall not laſt leſs 
than a thouſand years, and into which one enters 
by the firſt reſurrection; for it is then that he 
reigns as king. Thoſe of the Gentiles to whom 
this judgment is favourable, ſhall partake in the 
Joy of the juſt, whom they ſhall have comforted in 
their. affliction, and ſhall enter into eternal life ; 


and thoſe who ſhall have oppoſed him, thoſe who 


through the hardneſs of their heart ſhall have re- 
fu ied to comfort the afflicted of Jeſus Chriſt, on the 
occaſions preſented to them, ſhall go into eternal 
fire. Every thing that relates to Jeſus Chriſt is fo 
important, that even externally, or as he dwells in 
his own children, men have an opportunity -of 
rendering him favourable to them, by ſuch bene- 
volence, and ſhould be careful not to turn into 
wrath that grace which is offered to them. 


At length che laſt, the univerſal, Judgment is 
held. God himſelf God as Creator, is here the 
Judge; for as Father he Judges no man. 


? 


The dead, that is, thoſe who. have. nat that 7 fe 


of the ſoul which they ought to have, are judged; 
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not according to the works of faith, which they 
have not known, but according to their works, as 
far as in their nature they have been good or evil. 
| Thoſe to whom this judgment is favourable ſhall not, 
| therefore, enter into an eternal ſtate of felicity 
and glory, like the others; they are only ſaved. 
from the ſecond death, into which they were in 
danger of falling; and they ſhall be under the 
reign of God what common men are, under r 
regs of the Rings of the maker + 
The ſea, which at : the nab of this judgment 
gives up its dead, is not ſimply the natural ſea, 
which at the time of the deluge ſwallowed up thoſe 
that periſhed in it: we muſt further underſtand by 
it, the world, which ſwallows up in the ſame manner 
as the ſea, thoſe who take pleaſure in it, thoſe who 
ſuffer themſelves to be withdrawn from the tribunal 
of God, in the conſcience ; and the number of 
thoſe dead is much larger than the other. Of this 
number are alſo all men become fleſh ; that is, who 
live only to content their natural defires ; theſe alſo 
are the dead of this vaſt ſea ; the others were but 
an image of it, as the ſea is of the world. It is 
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N eſpecially the future lot of the domęſtic condition 
in its corruption, thoſe who are quite taken up with 
N the concerns and intereſts of this preſent life, are 
painted out to us by this, and the deluge is an 

image of this ſwallowing up. Another ſtate more 
fad, called death, is of ſuch who go further than 
| | giving 
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giving themſelves up (through weakneſs) to all that 


can ſatisfy their ſenſes: it is that of thoſe who 
give themſelves a full ſwing, and are not afraid to 
commit all-ſorts of injuſtice, going at laſt fo far as 


to quite ſtifle conſcience, that ſeed of life which is 


in them. Thoſe are entirely dead, and, among 


other things, they give full proof of it, in be- 
coming perſecutors, in giving, without pain to 


themſelves, as having loſt all feeling, bodily death 


to thoſe, who are as the ſced of life upon earth. 
Theſe are men znternally bad of the political order. 


Hell is a worſe ſtate, more terrible yet. It is 
that of men who, not content with giving tem ſelves 


up to evil without reſerve, do as it were devote 
themſelves to it from inclination, and hate what is 
good, hate the divine oppoſed to what comes from 


them, and make war on it, ſeeking to deſtroy what 


comes from God. Theſe are men entirely corrupt 
of the eccleſiaſtical order. They improve on death, 
as religion improves on nature, and animate that hell 
which is manifeſted ontheearth, throughzhery means. 
Death and hell, joined together, give up their dead. 
From men corrupted to this degree, and who have, 
as it were in concert, ſwallowed up thoſe who have 
inplicitly yielded themſelves to them, tee dead 
are redemanded. They are obliged to ſet before 
the tribunal of God thoſe men they had withdrawn 
from it, or had thus hindered from following their 
conſcience (from doing the will of God) and 
ſubjected 
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ſubjected to their will. Theſe dead, as well as 
thoſe of the ſea, ſhall be judged by their works; 
but death and hell, which have thus withdrawn them 
from the divine will, ſhall be caſt into the lake of 
fire. The enemies of truth in the political and 
ecclefraſtical order, thoſe who in their extreme malig- 
nity are become even as death and hell, and have. 
ſtrengthened each other for the deſtruction of man- 
kind, ſhall be joined together in their puniſi ment, 
which ſhall be aggravated by this circumſtance, that, 
during life, they plunged themſelves together into a 
lake, into a gulph of corruption, to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves in evil, which they loved from indnation ; 
this anſwers to a lake of fire, where they ſhall jatzs/y 
Divine Juſtice.. They ſhall there be melted down, 
as in a melting pot, as a bad piece of work, which 
diſhonours him who made it. The beginning of their 
judgment ſhall come to paſs when the beaſt and falſe 
; prophet are ſeized alive, and thrown into the lake of 
fire. Theſe ſouls are the chefs of the order of perſe- 
cutors. Here they are accompanied by all thoſe who 
belonged to them, and who till then had only been 
puniſhed by a ſtate of death and hell. The num- 
bers of dead which they have cauſed or produced, 
and which ſubje& them to this laſt judgment, in- 
flames anew the wrath of God, and cauſes him to 
puniſh them with the laſt ſeverity. The burning 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, where at preſent is found 
a. lake which ſmells of fire and brümſtone, is an 
image of this * judgment. 8 
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Atſter this ſentence is pronounced, which fills 
with fear and deſpair thoſe whom it concerns, there 
is yet the book of life, the book of the Divine 
Mercy, which judges to life thoſe who are found 
written there. Whoever is not found in the book 
of life, on him the ſentence is pronounced and 
executed; he is thrown into the lake of fire (which 
is the ſecond death) into the fire of refining, which, 
to find out evil in the bottom of the ſoul, where it 
is rooted, diſſolves, as we may ſay, the very ſoul 
| itſelf; like as a precious metal which to be purified 
is rendered liquid by the violence of the fire, in 
order that the impure alloy may be ſeparated 
therefrom. - All the fury of which man is capable, 
and which had ſecretly animated him againſt 
others, is here now turned aginſt himſelf, making 
him feel what that death is, which he has preferred 
to life, and of which the death of the body, with 
- all its attendant agonies, is but a faint image. 
This is the true death, the death, formidable by 
its duration, as well as by its miſery, ſince it is 


the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed. 


1 
; 


Theſe are the judgments where the Divinity, with 

regard to the myſtery of his moſt holy trinity, 

manifeſts himſelf in juſtice, as in the creation of man, 
after his image, he manifeſted himſelf in goodneſs. 


| There is yet one ſort of judgment given imme- | 
diately after death, whereby the foul learns its 
| | deſtiny, 
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deſtiny, either to enter into ſtates of purification, 
which finiſh in her the work of falvation begun on 
the earth, giving her that perfeft holineſs, which ſhe 
has neglefted, and without which no man ſhall ſte 
God; or, on the contrary, to enter into the dark 
abodes, where the ſouls who are entirely cor- 
rupted, await that judgment which muſt give them 
up to the puniſhment they have deſerved, or fi- 
nally to enter into that place of reſt ordained for 
thoſe who have on earth ./inz/ted their taſk. This 
judgment is pronounced by the miniſtry of angels, 
who, in their different orders, regulated on the 
difference of ſouls, put it in execution. It is in 
relation to this judgment, that one may underſtand 
: what is ſaid in general, that it is decreed that all men 
ſhould die, and that there ſhould be a judgment 
for them. The Scripture gives a warning to thoſe 
who neglect to paſs through that inward judgment 
on earth, which puts men in ſecurity with regard 
to future judgments ; and this warning is of the 
utmoſt importance in thoſe times, in which death 
is about to place men in the different ſtates which 
J have juſt deſcribed. Agree, therefore, with 
your adverſary preſently; do not delay to ſatisfy 
Divine Juſtice, which accuſes you in your con- 
ſcience, and bears witnels againſt you; do it while 
you are in the way with him, while conſcience 
| ſpeaks to you, and while the ſcourges threatened 
to be. inflicted on the inbabitants of the earth are 
tulpended, whilſt, Divine Mergy (which has fixed 
a time 
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a time for it) renders the work eaſy; for fear he 
give you over to the judge, that is, to an angry God, 
who pronounces on you a decree that gives you 
up to yourſelves, and reſerves you for puniſhment; 
and the judge to the miniſter of juſtice, to death, 
which is going to mow down men come to their 
maturity, and to cut them from off the earth; and 
that you may be put in priſon, in the deep places, 
where thoſe ſouls are detained, who, through their 
inclination for earthly things, have put off to the 
future what was required of them in the preſent time, 
and who have reckoned the voice of conſcience, 
which has ſpoke to them, as a litile thing. Who 
have 'trifled with Divine Juſtice, which, hath 
made itſelf known to them in their hearts. I 
tell you of a truth you ſhall not get out until you 
have paid the uttermoſt farthing. Do not let your- 
. ſelves be impoſed on by thoſe who flatter you with 
an aſſured ſalvation, founded on the Divine Mercy, 
faid to be annexed to the uſe of creeds and cere- 
monies; to a glorious felicity, into which the ſoul 
enters immediately on leaving the body, or, at leaſt, 
without- further purification : for ſuch falvation 
is inconſiſtent with the divine juſtice and ſanctity, 
and you may be ſure of it as a certain truth, that 
if you once enter into the priſons of the juſtice of 
God, his mercy will not take you out from thence. 
All the diſobediences of which you ſhall be found 
guilty towards the Spirit of God, all its inward re- 
pact which you have let paſs and diſregarded, 
0 ſhall 
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ſhall be put to account, and coſt you dear to 
repair. You ſhall not get out of thoſe places of 
puniſhment, until you have ſatisfied for the leaſt 
diſobedience as well as the greateſt; and the 
exactneſs of the Divine Juſtice, extended even to 
the leaſt things, ſhall teach you what it is to have 
the eye of God turned angrily upon. 1 "_ 
| What reverence you owe to him. | | | 


1 us now ſpeak to men as W as well as 
of judgment and hell, ſince the latter times mani- 
feſt it in the ſame manner, and will make the 
earth a theatre of the wonders of the divine œco- 
nomy, of the wonders wrought, in the light, and 
in love, as well as thoſe which are wrought in 
darkneſs and wrath: for the different periods, 
which Providence cauſes to ſucceed one another, 
have their ſource in the heart of man; and it is 
only becauſe Divine Wiſdom manifeſts what is 
hidden, that the times become good or evil upon 
earth. 7 | | 1 1 


I) he terrible judgments which ſhall cut off from 

che earth the enemies of truth and peace, ariſe 
principally from the looſe given to evil. The 
Divine Mercy vill ſhorten thoſe times, and they 
will but juſt paſs. The happy times which ſhall 
ſucceed, and which ſhall be of ſome duration, 
will give a looſe in the ſame manner to the good, 


which has been wrought in men of good-will; and 
| which, 
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which, Houriſhing and extending itſelf on all ſides, 
ſhall change the face of things, and bring back 
paradiſe on the earth. The juſt who are dead, 


have their paradiſe in that abode agreeable to the 


ſtate of ſouls ſeparated from the body; and the 
place where they are together is properly paradile. 
The juſt who are yet in the body, have their pa- 
radiſe on the earth, ſuch as the ſtate of man here 
below permits. Both the one and the other enjoy 
the delights of paradiſe in proportion to the good 
that is in them, and which paradiſe gives them the 
enjoyment of. The times ordained for this enjoy- 
ment begin aQually to form themſelves; and there 
is a pleaſure in talking of paradile, for it is nearly 
wy to ſhew itſelf. 

| Paradiſe is the garden of God, and a place of 
delight for men; for thoſe who are truly men, 
inwardly reformed by his hand, and made living 
- fouls. Paradiſe is planted by his hand, and filled 
with plants that have life. The life of the ſoul 
conſiſts in the divine truth, in the word which is 
declared in it, and which is its light. The man 
who js animated and quickened by is life governs 
the body, and keeps it in order, and gives up 


himſelf as a free man to all that the truth requires 


of him; and he is united, in the truth, to whoever 
is a man like himſelf, to his neighbour, whom he 
loves as himfelf. Yet, however delicious para- 
_ Brad be, it is not the place of the perfect 

O 2 felicity 
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felicity of man; as the love of truth and his 
neighbour does not conſtitute his higheſt per- 
fection. Juſt as a garden, however fine it may 


be, is not the habitation of man, but only a place 


that he beautifies and makes delightful: ſo paradiſe 
is a place of recreation at the end of the road 


which man has already gone, and of preparation 


for the road which he is yet to go, and which has 
for its end his union with God. This union is of 
a, nature to be augmented to infinity: and we 


muſt not imagine that what paſſes on earth can be 
ſufficient to form this union in its higheſt intimacy ; 


nor would the ſoul, at its leaving the body, be in 
a condition to ſihport the ſight of God in all his 
majeſty and glory; ſo far from it, that reſpecting 
the greateſt number of ſouls, paradiſe itſelf, which 
is a great manifeſtation of it, is preceded by leſs 
glorious ſtates. Paradiſe is the habitation of the 
man who is /o far got into order, that divine truth 
and brotherly-love reign in him, and that by the 
ſtrength of this love he is riſen above the empty ap- 
pearances of it, that is, of the politeneſs which takes 
up its place among men; above the falſe paradiſe, 
or falſe reſt on earth, which thoſe are in, who give 
themſelves up to the mere politeneſs and pleaſures 
which it preſents to them: for man enters paradiſe 
by renouncing all that which renders his abode on 
the earth agreeable, and which the carnal reaſon of 
man pleads for as innocent and allowable, but | 


out 
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out of, making us as pilgrims on the earth. 
Thoſe who, under the conduct of this guide, 
travel to the end in the narrow way, and ſupport 
courageouſly the trials to which the ſingularity of 
the journey expoſes them; who, as it were, take by 
violence the prize which is at the end of the race, 
are the inhabitants of paradiſe, which may indeed 
be looked upon as the prize itſelf. Paradiſe, 
according to its firſt foundation, vas ſeparated 


from the reſt of the earth, as a garden is ſeparated 


from the fields and meadows, from places leſs 
cultivated, that lie round it: and the men ordain- 
ed to inhabit it, who are repreſented in Scripture 
as a garden themſelves, mult be like it; therefore, 
ſeparated by a different kind of life from thoſe 
who belong to the earth. They muſt ſurpaſs them 
in purity and excellent fruits, as a garden well 
cultivated ſurpaſſes the orchards which are about 
the country ; they ought to be in ſuch a ſtate as 
that they can enjoy ſolitude, and in tranquility 
enjoy the peace of their own hearts. In this 
peace and purity of heart, they enjoy that love 
which God has towards them, and which is alſo 
the cauſe of their love towards God; they in ſome 
fort enjoy God himſelf, who lets himſelf be ſeen 
of thoſe who are of a pure heart; and this enjoy- 
ment, preferably to any other thing, makes the 
delight of paradiſe. Among themſelves too they 
muſt be united, and form a whole well faſtened 
together, well-proportioned, like the trees in a 
| garden, 
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garden, which trees are not planted at hazard, 15 
but adorn it as much by their order and equality, 
as by the beauty of the different fruits which 
they bear. Inaſmuch as paradiſe is the garden 
of God, men themſelves are its plants, planted 
by him, and of whom God himſelf takes care, 
cutting and reſtraining them, to give them a form 
which beſt pleaſeth him, and placing them where 
he will admit nothing that is not agreeable to him. 
Nature, which honours man, as man honours 
God, is here entered into order, and carried to 
its firſt perfection, preſenting him with all that 
can ſatisfy him, as he preſents himſelf to God, 
and is well pleaſing to him. But man thus be- 
come a living ſoul, full of the: love of truth and 
mankind, is above all things made happy by a 
knowledge of the wonders of the Divine Wiſdom; 
which diſcover themſelves in him by a delicate 
and raviſhing ſentiment of truth preſented to him, 
in the bottom of his heart, and delightfully ſatisfies / 
his thirſt for knowledge. His heart itſelf becomes a 
paradiſe, a garden cultivated by the divine inſlindt, 
and filled with plants exquiſite 85 _ nc 
and odour. __ - | 31 


Every thing that paradiſe has of delicious and 
ſatisfactory, is found, as in its efence, in the heart 
of man, thus prepared to receive. paradiſe ; and 
it is the perſect agreement, that his heart has 
with it and its inhabitants, which makes it a place 
of delight both for him and them. Truth there 
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unfolds itſelf as in the habitation prepared for it, 
in that peaceable region where are found the ſweet 


accords that make up its harmony. Here he is 


ſet at liberty, and in giving a looſe to truth, he 


has the ſatisfaction of contributing to the happineſs 


of others, as well as to that of his own. This 
happy ftate is augmented by a continual growth. 
Souls thus prepared to glorify God, and to be 


united to him, in a more intimate union, go on 


from grace to grace; and paſſing continually from 


truth to life, they are no longer of that number 


Whoſe perfection only conſiſts in being a living 
ſoul. The ſpirit renewed in them in the ſame man- 
ner as the ſoul, does in the like manner enter into 


what agrees with. it, which is, into the divine life; 
for as the ſoul is entered into that life which ariſes 


from truth, ſo the ſpirit being diſengaged from the - 


faculties of the ſoul (even as the ſoul is diſengaged 
from the faculties of the body) is united to God, 
from - whence it came, and reſumes its former 
ſunction, to have dominion over the foul and body. 
And thoſe entering this way into their origin, and 
becoming men thus made after the image of God, 
paſs from paradiſe to other abodes, which are 
devoted to the divine life, as paradiſe is devoted 


to truth, and to. that life reſulting therefrom : 


abodes where they ſee God in all his glory, and 
where they are made * unto him. 


The 
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The Scripture, in what it propoſes to us on the 
ſubjett of paradiſe, ſpeaks to us eſpecially about 
two trees, which make the principal myſtery of it, 
and which it concerns us to know more than all 
the reſt ; for theſe myſterious trees are found on 
the earth now, as well as formerly in paradiſe; 
and if we are not careful, we ſhall be in danger of 
deceiving ourſelves, and taking one of them for 
the other, as the inhabitants of the earth have done 
hitherto. We muit even now chuſe between thoſe 
two very different trees; and they operate our 
deſtiny, not only by continuing us in a ſpiritual 
paradiſe when we are there, or by cauſing us to 
be driven out from thence, but alſo by giving us 
an entrance into it, or excluding us from it. 
That tree of the two, by which we ought to abide; 
-and which is plarited in the midſt of paradiſe,” has 
this peculiarity, that it has little outſide ſhew or 
appearance; ſcarcely ſufficient to make itſelf re- 
marked; ſo man, in the fallen condition in which 
he now is, ſcarcely ſees it, or ſees nothing therein 
to engage him to like it; but its virtue is great? it 
gives i ife to man, and it gives it him for” ever. 
When he has tafted it, he abides by it, and wants 
no other nouriſhment. He feels growing in his 
heart (where its operations are carried on) upright- 
neſs, famplicity, ſincerity, a reliſh for the plain truth, 
for what leads to life ; and he feels a diſguſt for all 
the reſt. This tree has its name from its virtue; it 
is called the tree of life, and is the true center of 

paradiſe, 
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paradiſe. Its virtue flows in all the plants which 
are there; all become ſalutary; and from it the 
earth itſelf muſt draw its renovation. Under this 
myſtery is repreſented to us the Divine Wiſdom, 
which is the tree of life, and the center of para- 
diſe. The other of thoſe two trees, the tree of 
knowledge, is the oppoſite of this ; its virtue is for 
the head; and it has a frne appearance, ſurpaſſing 
that of the tree of life as much as the figure of 
the head ſurpaſſes that of the heart; it alſo bears 
ſhowy fruit, and this fruit ſeems good to eat; it is 
very agreeable to the eye, and deſirable to give 
one knowledge: but alas! it is a pernicious fruit; 
for in giving life to the head, in rejoicing that, it 
ſaddens the Heart, and kills that which is divine 
therein; it carries us on to know for the meer 
pleaſure of knowing, independent of what it ſhould 
- produce; it makes man enter into the conſideration 
or diſcuſſion of good and evil indifferently, and 
makes him eloquently run on in ringing changes on 
both; it makes him reſt in the bare knowledge of 
good, rather than in good %%; and the appro- 
bation which he beſtows on good, makes him 
miſtake it for the accompliſhment or fulfilment of 
it in himſelf. Evil, which ſhould not be #nown 
by him, or only known by the bye, juſt enough to 
enable him to avoid it, this tree makes known to 
him with an extenſive knowledge, in which man 
takes pleaſure as in the knowledge of good, and in 
his deciſions reſulting therefrom, and the con- 

tk P demnation 
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demnation he pronounces on evil, cauſes him to 
_ eſteem himſelf highly thereon. Thus, in making 
him only ſce good and evil, in the mere ideas 
which he forms to himſelf of them, he confounds 
them in their ect; and the whole tends to evil, tends 
to knowledge merely, which is the falſe life of the 
ſoul. This tree, as the other, takes its name from 
its properties; it is therefore called the tree of the 
knowledge only of good and evil; it makes the 
falle center of paradiſe, and is planted there to 
ſerve as a trial, to place a contrariety there, which 
might try or manifeſt the diſpoſition: and free- 
agency of man. By this tree, wonderful in its 
kind as the other, is repreſented to us the vain 
knowledge which extends itſelf to what does not, as 
well as what does, relate properly and effentially 
to man, and impoſes on thoſe who love appear- 
ances. Thus is what has its influence on the earth 
in its unrenewed ſtate, and gives room to men to 
make it a falſe paradiſe ; but the man who has 
ſuffered himſelf ' to be renewed by the divine 
inſtinct, or, in other words, is become a living 
foul, is ordered to abſtain from this knowledge ; and 
the puniſhment of his diſobedience of this order 
(if he falls into it) or rather its natural conſe- 
quence, is death, the death of the foul, whoſe life 
only ſubfiſts in the ſimple food of the tree of life, 
which is of the ſame nature with it. To make 
this trial the ſtronger, a ſerpent plays under this 
tree of knowledge, blandiſhing with a fine 8 


. 
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ance, having nothing terrible in it, but carries 
death wherever it goes. By this figure ſelf-love is 


repreſented to us, which, without having any thing 


frightful in its appearance, has underneath it every 
thing we ought to dread; it ſets itſelf off with that 
knowledge, which the forbidden tree preſents to us; 
and this ſerpent, or ſelf-love, is ſurely more crafty 
than all the beaſts of the field: the artifices of ſelf- 
love are znfinite, and go beyond any thing that can 
be ſuggeſted by the paſſons only. Thus, thoſe 
among men, of whom the jerpent is the figure; thole 
who, in the profeſſion they have choſen, and by 
| which they are in higher repute than common men, 
are as bad or worſe than they; to wit, the doctors 
and leaders, who are in the very corruption of 
ſelf-love, whoſe love of their own corruption ſeems 
to animate them in a particular manner, both for 
their own deſtruction, and that of others; having 
thereby more craft to accompliſh their ends, than 
common and natural men. The enemy of man- 
kind makes uſe of them more effeftually, becauſe 
they can reaſon, and. ſet forth famouſly this tree, 
and mix the 'true with the falſe, as in the tree are 
mixed the good and evil; and thus, by confound- 
ing and converting truth into falſhood, they can 
falſely ſecure againſt the fear of death all thoſe 
who would wiſh to taſte of the fruit of the forbidden 
tree; and thus do they invite them to it: What!” 
ſay they, ſhall reafoning and knowledge, which 
* make the excellence of man, be ſorbi{den him ? 
„% What! ſhall the inward ſentiment, or the voice 
Th | 0 
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of conſcience, be preferred, which we have fo 
often ſeen to err, and which always errs, if it is 
not enlightened by the light of reaſon? Simple 
* men, ſuffer yourſelyes to be preſerved from 
* ſuch fanaticiſm; come, eat the fruit of this 
* tree; it has the virtue of opening the eyes, and 
* making men clear-ſighted, and able to conduct 
&* themſelves. You yourſelves ſhall be able to diſtin- 
„ guiſh between good and evil; you yourſelves ſhall 
* be able to do, what the Divine Voice is ſaid would 
* doin you. You ſhall be made like the Divinity. 
% Behold all the numbers of thoſe who eat it, and 
* do not die! Come then, loſe all fear; eat of 
4 the fruit of this tree,” Such is the diſcourſe 
of the ſerpent. Providence permits it, becauſe 
on him muſt fall the weight of the puniſhment, if 
man by his diſobedience incurs it; and it is alſo 
to be feared, that ſomething like this may happen ; 
that among ſuch who are called to be. the people 
of God, there may be ſome who may be deceived 
by the wiles of the ſerpent, and deprived of the 
enjoyment of paradiſe. Therefore, let men be 
warned to guard againſt the diſcourſes of the ſer- 
pent ; for the time to warn them, and to let them 
ſee © wiles, is come. 
| F As "ſk. va of the re-eſtabliſhment of parae 
diſe on earth is unſolded, that of life and death, 
included .in it, muſt he unfolded in the ſame 
manner ; and alſo the ad of the A who 
| | ſeeks 
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ſeeks to ſeduce mankind, to which we will again 
return. 


And now, O ye, to whom, in the mercy of 
Providence, life and death are preſented, and who 
ſcarcely give any attention to them, be awakened 
from your ſlumber, and do not negle& the know- 
ledge of what muſt produce your good or evil 
deſtiny ! Know that the death, from whence you 
ought to guard yourſelf, and which the ſerpent 
would bring on you, by perſuading you that you 


hall not die, is a thouſand times more terrible in 


itſelf, than it appears at the diſtance from whence 
you view it. It makes itſelf dreadfully known to 
guilty man, when his ſoul is ſeparated from his 
body, whoſe life on earth buſied, amuſed, and 
fatisfied him. Then indeed he learns, that the 


death of the body was but a faint image of it, and 


that he has drawn a real death upon himſelf, 'even 
that which relates to the ſoul, and makes itſelf felt 
by it in its corruption; a death which devGurs it, 


as the worms, which are an image of inward 
remorſe, devour the body. We are called to life, 
and not to death, to the life of the ſoul, which 


is the true life of man, and which, in his unre- 
newed, corrupted tate, he is no more. ſenſible of, 
than he is of that death which is oppoſed thereto, 
Our bodily life is a figure or image of it; and the 
good things which we taſte, are an image alſo of 
_ thole, which the true life cauſes men to enjoy. 
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In refuſing to know good and evil in their diverſity, 
in ceaſing to hearken to the ſerpent, both within' 
and out of us, and in refuſing to amuſe ourſelves 
with the mere images to which forbidden knowledge 
teads us, we acquire the real good that is in ſtore 
for the ſingle-hearted man, who is led by the 
inſtinf within him; which enjoyment of the real 
good makes us deeply ſenſible how good God is 
wo his creature, and what that life is to which we 
are called. Let us then turn towards that Divine 
Power, which preſents it to us, and which conſti- 
tutes the center of paradiſe ; turn towards the tree 
of life, which without us is the Divine Wiſdom, and 
within us the divine inſtinft. The divine inſtinft 
contains every thing that is good for man; and 
it is for this #mſtinf, that all the wonders are 
reſerved, by which God will make himſelf known 
to men, and bring them back to his fear, and to 
that happineſs which is the conſequence thereof. 
How long then ſhall we ſuffer ourſelves to be 
ſeduced by the crafty diſcourſes of the ſerpent, 
which turns us afide from life, and from a ſimple 
obedience to the voice of God, ' which preſents 
| itſelf to us in the bottom of our hearts? The 
ſerpent's buſineſs is to render it fuſpefted by us, 
and to magnify the wiſdom of the forbidden fruit, 
and the tree of knowledge which produces it; 


becauſe he, or ſelf-love, is nouriſhed and grows 


fat under this tree; and becauſe, if men were no 
longer to eat of it, he would be of no uſe to them, 
and would be turned out of paradiſe. TH 
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O, let us leave then this monſter! ſo much the, 
more dangerous, as he has appearances fo ſplendid, 
fo mild, and ſo very different from what he 
really is. Let us diſtruſt the thoughts of our own 
heart, which turns us aſide from ſimplicity, and is 
ſtill leading us after the knowledge of what does 
not concern us to know, and what we are not 
principally, and for the preſent, at all intereſted in. 
Let us not hearken to men who are in this ſpirit; 
who ſeek to engage us in vain knowledge, by ſpe- 
cious reaſonings; and who, by dazzling us, only 
entangle us, as the ſhining ſkin of the ſerpent, 
finely marked as with nets, ſets forth and ought to 
teach us. Let us leave thoſe men who are only. 
head and belly, who have neither feet 'to walk 1n 
the way wherein they pretend to ſerve us as guides, 
nor hands # do the works they pretend to recommend 


to us. By the belly, which is their all, and to 


which all their ingenious ſnares ultimately tend, we 
are reminded of the curſe pronounced on the ſer- 


pent, that upon their belly they ſhould always go: 


let us remember alſo the nature of their nouriſiment, 
what they feed upon, which at bottom, is but duſt; 
mere words, which have neither re{z/A nor virtue in 
them, and which they can produce to infinity! 


Their knotty diſcourſes, and empty ſpeculations; 


are their ſnares, whereby they ſeek to make us 
like themſelves, to make us take mere knowledge 
for reality, and to lull us to reſt in the conveniences 


_ and. luxuries of life, as they themſelves delight td 
; , obtain 
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obtain and reſt in them. Let us expett nothing 
good or ſerviceable to us from thoſe qualified in 
this manner; but, let us eſpecially guard againſt 
their reaſonings, when they tend to make us fufpet 
what conſcience ſays to us, who forbids us thoſe 
things' which they would not forbid us, but which 
God in his ways, and his wiſdom (always oppoſite 
to gets e Wor ſee meet to Jugs us. 


By 8 $ HE with the firſt man, and 
he fatally liſtening thereto, fin entered into the 
world, and man was made to rebel againſt God, 
who had juſt created him, and intended to make 
him happy. By this means he loſt paradiſe, which 
was planted for him. What a dreadful idea ſnould 
this diſmal event (in which we are all jnvolved) 

give us of reaſonings in the buſineſs of religion, and 
of thoſe men who frame them; of thoſe who draw 
mankind from a ſimple obedience to the Spirit of 
God, by giving them doubts about the reality of 
what paſſes within them, in their conſciences, 
under the pretence that it is not probable that it 
_ ſhould be God that operates there. Thus it is not 
difficult to comprehend that the preſumptuous rea- 
ſoning, which was at fiyſt productive of fin, is what 


5 ſtill continues to produce it; this is what makes this 


ſeriptural relation of paradiſe important to us, and 
indeed every thing that paſſes before our eyes 
confirms it. Do not men find a reaſon to do every _ 

. and dare every thing; a reaſon to act 
I | _ againſt 
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againſt the moſt diſtin ſentiments of their own 
hearts, or conſciences ; and againſt the moſt explicit 
and written commands of God, to which treſpaſſes, 
when they want to be encouraged, do they not find 
theſe qualified men ready for that end; men of 
ability, doctors, who make a profeſſion of removing 
the difficulties and ſcruples which ariſe in their minds, 


and ſooth and draw them from under the wholſome 


and ſalutary judgments and agonies that Divine 
Juſtice inflicks, which had rather manifeſt itſelf to 
them for their cure in time, than that it ſhould 
be their puniſhment in eternity? Do they not 
generally lead men to diſtruſt the interior evidence, 
and all that paſſes there, and to miſtruſt and miſ- 
take the work and the voice of God ?—God (who 
on his part, is not wanting to come to the aſſiſtance 
of ſeduced man) is pleaſed to ſhew us the ſeducers; 
who by ſure marks are made manifeſt, and are by 
the honeſt held in averſion. For behold, in the 
duties of fociety, which is only the firſt and the leaſt 


effect of religion, they are below rather than above 


the reſt of mankind? They are moit covetous 
after honour, riches, and power; and all that is 


moſt inconſiſtent with an humble ſelf-denying truſt 


and faith in him whom'they call Lord? And does 


not the Lord, on his ſide, diſown them? Does he not 


hide from them the new things which every genu- 
ine teacher, really inſtructed in what regards the 
kingdom of heaven, brings out of his treaſury, as 
well as thoſe things which are old? And even 
| | 2 thoſe, 
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thoſe, the old things, which they have ſtored up, 
is it from God that hey hold them? And are ſuch 
things as the following of a nature to be treaſured 

up ? Dogmas which ſet bounds to the empire and 
mercy of God, extending thatof deathoveralmoſtall 


mankind, as well as through all the eternities which 

may ſucceed each other, and which make the will ; 

of God (of a God who at laſt will be found to be EE 
only Love) the cauſe of a deſtiny, which. would 3 
occaſion the abſolute deſpair of the far greater ; 
number of mankind ? Do 7hey honour God? Are they 4 


proper perſons to lead men to him, and make them 
love him ? Have not they drawn thoſe dogmas of 
death, from the letter only, which kills, and of . 
which (in ſpite of the warning given them on that: 


head) they have made themſelves doors ? Now ! 
to make their old doctrines laſt to the end, and to 
ſhelter themſelves from being reproached with 2 
having nothing new, do they not beforehand de- 


clare againſt every thing that is new, or, any further 
revelation of the will of God; and by this, like 
ſenſeleſs perſons, do they not endeavour to bound 
the Spirit of God, and reef what would and muſt 
clear up the obſcurity and trouble which covers 
the earth? In confining men to what they /hould 
or ſhould not believe, by reducing them to their 
dogmas thereon, do they not ſtill, like ſenſeleſs 
and preſumptuous perſons, endeavour to encloſe 
within ther own conceptions, . within their on 


narrow capacities, the free and immenſe truth? 
Do 
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Do they not reduce this boundleſs truth, that 
ſhould be the ſtrongeſt and moſt efficacious thing in 
the world, to what is neither intereſling nor affett- 
ing? to what, inſtead of waking men from their 
ſlumber, lays them more ſoundly aſleep? By 
inſpiring them with controverſy, hatred, and aver- 
fion for one another, by animating them againſt 
thoſe who hold different opinions and dogmas from 
theirs, do they not quite invert religion, and turn 
that to a curſe which ought to be a bleſſing and the 
ſource of ſalvation to all men? Finally, the per- 


ſecution of the juſt, which is the higheſt pitch of evil 


and diſorder; to whoſe account is it to be placed? 
On what race, or on what deſcription of men, muſt 
fall ſo much innocent blood as has been ſhed on 
the earth? Why, on the race which will not come 


to an end, till all that Providence has decreed for 


the purification of the juſt be accompliſhed. Princes 
and magiſtrates never would have run ſuch lengths 
of violence, if this race, the clergy, if thoſe of this 


order, who are the enemies of truth, had not ſet 


them on. And it is certain that all the evil, men 
have to fear from ſeduftion, comes from thoſe, 
who, without having the truth, or love of it in 
their own hearts, have yet dared to ſet themſelves 
up to diſcourſe about it, and to teach it to others 
for worldly gain; that is to ſay, in other words, 
to prophane the truth adapted for the heart, made 
to be accompliſhed therein, and not for a ſubjett of 
cloquent diſcourſe, and a ſcheme of luere and traffic. 
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It is further true, that the ſad ſtate of men, with 
regard to religion ;. the deplorable ſtate of death, 
which, by being the bottom of their character, is 
the ſource of their miſery ; 1s principally owing to 
thoſe who, by ſetting opinions above heart ſen- 
timents, and dogmas above conſcience, have ſet 
what is human above what is divine, and have 
rendered the divine truth within (which alone can 
draw them out of their miſery) ſuſpected and uſeleſs. 
All theſe things, and eſpecially their capacity of 
turning men aſide from the ſpirit of truth, made 
known in the heart, and the cunning pliantneſs, 
vith which they bring it about, renders theſe men | 
ferpents indeed; it makes them monſters to be 
feared and avoided ; and the Spirit of God confirms 
| this name on them, by apphing it in plain terms 
to thoſe who, with a bad heart, had formerly ſet 
themſelves up as the teachers and leaders of man- 
kind, and who remain on record as an exact 
figure of thoſe who have done the ſame things 
down to this time. To the name of ſerpents, 
which he. beſtows on them, he adds that of a 
generation of vipers; which lets us ſee the merit 
of thoſe who form them, and are as fathers among 
them, and what obligations mankind have to them. 
He declares them incapable of ſay ing good things, 
becauſe they themſelves are bad ; and, by all his 
reproaches on them, he completely inſtructs us in 
what relates to them. Good perſons, the friends of 
truth, who alone can 1 properly « of it, and 

make 


make it valued on earth, ſeeing themſelvesobſerved or 
marked by thoſe enemies of truth, have often taken 
by - ways, or for fear of them have walked obſcure- 
ly; they have been fearful of going againſt ſuch 
or ſuch an eſtabliſhed opinion, or of claſhing with 


this or the other eſtabk/hed article of faith, and fo 


have inſenſi bly contracted and enervateꝗ the truth ; 
and truth thus enervated has too often ceaſed to 
animate them to bear a faithful teſtimony to it. 
And ſo, by little and little, good people ſeeing 
themſelves conſtantly oppoſed and croſſed by theſe 
mighty enemies of truth, have too much ſuffered 
themſelves to be intimidated and filenced, and 
their ſilence has added freſh courage to the ene- 
mies of truth, who give themſelves a full ſwing, 


and turn all into creeds, opinions, and dogmas, 
completely reducing religion to an empty form, 


a mere nothing. From thence the taſte of man- 
kind (which, in whatever 1s good, depends on 
religion much more than they think) has ſunk 
lower and lower; till truths, the plaineſt and moſt 
agreeable to religion, have ſeemed range, and 
have ſurpriſed them. They are quite diſpoſed to 
prefer to truth and life (which are not to be had 
at an eafy, but only at a certain price) illaſions and 
ferences, which coſt them nothing; and they zeu- 
louſly vindicate and plead for theſe things, that 
do not diſturb them in the dead life they lead. 
The ſerpents, the enemies of truth, have thought 
themſelves ſaſe through this diſpoſition of men, 

into 
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into which they have artfully led them, and as 
their gain of them ; they preſent to them as truths, 
what indeed is not falſe in itſelf, but which is only 

| falſe, as having no relation to their proper buſineſs 
in their preſent ſad condition, and is incapable of 
drawing them out of it; and then they ſay, Is 
© not this the zruth which we teach you?” If 
Providence, in its mercy, preſents to men's hearts 
the truth that is convenient and neceſſary for their 
ſtate and condition, the truth in its power and 
efficacy, then theſe enemies of truth, by the word 

 fanaticiſm which they pronounce upon it, by treat- 
ing it as ſuch, turn it quite into ridicule, and fo 
hinder it from having its due effect. 


Such has been hitherto the craſt of the ſerpent. 
Numberleſs men have periſhed by hearkening to 
him; and even in the beſt of times, in the times 
we are now entering upon, we muſt never expett 
any thing better on his part; but quite the contra- 
ry. As paradiſe ſhall flouriſh again on the earth, 
the ſerpent, ordained to be the trial in paradiſe, 
ſhall recover new vigour; and, therefore, by ſo 
much the more ſhould we be on our guard, re- 
membering the advices the Scripture gives us, to 
preferve us from the wiles of the ſerpent; it tells 
us that this deaf adder will not change, that he will 
ſtop his ears and will not hear the voice of the 
inward charmer. Theſe men, of whom the ſer- 
Pee is a figure, have as much i ingenuity to preſerve 


themſelves 
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themſelves quiet in evil, as to keep others. { ſo,.. ck 
is peculiar to. falſe ability; they oppoſe. their 
knowledge and their reaſoning to "the warnings ad. 
dreſſed to them by the faithful witneſſes of truth; 

and they can make themſelves inſenſible | to all that 
has a tendency to humble and fave them, and to per- 
ſuade them from being hurtful to others ; but they 
will not hear the voice of the charmer, expert in 
charming; that voice of Jeſus. Chriſt, when he 
addreſſes them with exhortations proceeding imme- 
diately from his Spirit, and which wopld ! moſt ſurely 
affekt them, vere they capable of being affected: Y 
but they have hardened. others, . . and they. are 
hardened in their turns, and ſo are the Scriptures 


5 fulfilled, and they, fill up. the meaſure of their 
| fathers, and avoid not the wrath which muſt fall 
upon them, nor elcape "the fire of hell with which 


they are. e They are alſo capable of 
artfully affefling an alteration, and in the approach- 
ing times. when all things are to be renewed, they 
will ſeem to be renewed 4 Iſo, and wall appear as 
though they were quite different perfohs l in, the 
be only « craft to 2 . — to do 
hurt i in another form; | it is then eſpecially that we 
ought. to be aware and to ſuſpett them. Even out- 
ward nature, if we attend-to it on this occaſion, gives 
us a particular ſign or notice: the ſerpent in the 
ſpring caſts his ſcin, but he does not loſe his venom : 
quite the contrary. By this alteration he 1 is rendered 
more 
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more : diſpoſed 1 to do miſchief. It is the ſame with 
thoſe crafty men whom the ſerpent repreſents ; in 
this expetled coming ſpring they will leave their 


old ſcience, th their  fuperannuated doArine, and will 
conform themſelves to the times, which require 


what is new, and will preſent it to them as well as 


to al other men; but all the renovation which may 


in them, only tends to ſtrengthen the power 
4 death i in thoſe who preferred it to the life chat is 
offered, and vho will not yet learn to be miſtruſtful 
of ſerpents. Let us obſerve. the advice that is 
given us: let us indeed be prudent like them; 
but let it not be in ſuffering ourſelves to be charmed 
or lulled alleep. by their fine diſcourſes. This 
| prudence, perfeAtly agrees with the innocence of 


doves; with the eye turned ſimply towards good ; 


towards that whichon earthſtrengthens and nouriſhes 


us; towards the taſk which we have to perform. 
Thoſe men who are eſpecially called to make war 
againſt the. ſerpent, ought not to run the riſk of 
weakening themſelves and ſtrengthening him, by 


hearkening at all to him, or preſerving thoſe outward 


decencies towards him which his pride requires, 
and which their hearts diſavow. For the averſion 
which they feel againſt him, comes to them from 
Providence idſelf, and they ought to let it have i its 
. courſe. 5 
"The woman that hates the ſerpent, as s the ſerpent 


bates her, is the church of Chriſt, his true church, 
made 
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made like unto him. by ſufferings. The enmity 
placed between her and the ſerpent, and which has 
hitherto principally appeared on the fide of the 
ferpent, ſhall at length break forth in its full force, 
and ſhew itſelf alſo on the fide of the woman. 
The witneſſes which ſhe begets in a great number, 
are the ſeed armed againſt the ſerpent ; ſhe Is 
going to diſperſe them on all ſides, as a ſeed of 
life, oppoſed to that ſeed of death which the ſerpent 
diſperſes on all ſides. The ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt 
in the witneſſes of truth, ſhall, at laſt, bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head ; that is, it ſhall confound that know- 


ledge which kills like a mortal poiſon ; and tige in 


whom it is found, thoſe who are nothing but head, 
or head and bell, it ſhall caſt them headlong 
into death, and it ſhall deliver mankind out of 
their hands. The ſerpent, on his part, ſhall bruiſe 
the heel of the witneſſes of truth ; he ſhall ſtir up 
againſt them a violent perſecution, and make 
them loſe that life of the body, by which they 
ſtood upon, or were related to the earth. 

Thoſe juſt men who labour for the ſalvation of 
others, arrive at this ſtate by ſubmitting themſelves 
to be formed by this divine ſpirit or inſtinct, 


to which they entirely give up; and their feſtimo- 


nies, proceeding from this inſtindt, ſhall in truth 
bring many to righteouſneſs. They ſhall recom- 
mend to others what they themſelves practiſe, and 
by that means be qualzfied to recommend it to 

R them 
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them effeftually they ſhall eſpecially teach them to 
reverence - the divine inſtind, and they ſhall be 
aſſiſted to awaken it in them, Oh! let us fuffer it 
to be awakened in us, and let us encourage our- 
ſelves to reſpelt it, in order that Providence, who 
may have deſigns on us that we are ignorant of, 
may not leave us in our obſtinacy. Let us turn 
towards this infinf, and be ſure to keep near it; 
let us feed on it, as on a tree of life, and make it 
the centre of our heart, and it will thus become a 
paradiſe to us; let all which our heart produces 
come from this centre, and let all we do, tend to 
it; let us make no doubt but the nfizntt is divine 
in what it does, and that it has life in view, though 
we may not always be able to diſcover whereto it 
tends. Our confidence in it would indeed be but 
ſmall, were we diſpoſed to follow it no further 
than we ſee where it is leading us. Neither let us 
be impatient, though we do not at firſt ſee all the 
advantage that may ariſe from this dependence ; 
and eſpecially let us not determine of it, by the 
knowledge we are ſo fond to have. For the divine 
inſtinct is the way before it is the truth, as ſure as 
it is the truth before it is the life. It is neither 
truth nor life for thoſe who will not at firſt acknow- 
ledge and obey. it as the way, who do not Begin 
there, and go patiently on to the end ; which is the Dol 
reaſon of all that miſ-rechoning that diſcourages the _ 
greateſt number of thoſe who ſet themſelves about 
to follow it, and which makes them ſo oft fall ſhort 
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and rebel againſt it. Let us not ſay that we do 
not ſee that this tree of life has any fruit; it ſeems 
as if it had none, but it is more valuable for itſelf, 
for its wood, than other trees are by all the fruit 
wherewith they are loaded. Let us call to mind 
that it diſdains fine appearances; that whatever 
draws the attention and approbation of men, it leaves 
to the tree of knowledge, of mixed good and evil, 
which the ſerpent ſo extols for that cauſe. The 
tree of life, once more I ſay, has its virtue quite 
within, and it is by making man inward, in the 
fame manner, by making him loſe vain appearances, 
which are only for time, that it gives him a life for 
eternity. From this hidden life ariſe, as from a new 
principle, both his actions and his diſcourſes. On the 

outward view of them, they ſeem, and are, near 
alike to his former ones, but in the Bottom and 
ground of them, they are very different, and that, 
by the neu motive which produces them, and, as 
it were, changes their very nature. Ts is the 

| phaloſopher's ſtone, which turns into gold the moſt 
common metals; but which few people diſcover. 
Thoſe who have found it out, keep it humbly 
ſecret, while others deny there is a ſtone of this 
quality, and by that means endeavour to make 
themſelves eaſy in not having it. 


Every action in the above hinted bleſſed ſtate 
of renovation, takes its value from what determines 
it; nothing is valuable but becauſe God, who 

| produces it, is both its end and principle, and that 
| thereby 
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thereby it is confecrated to eternity. Man, in this ſtate, 
cannot but let God af, and give his conſent to it. He 
is only the theatre, the temple, wherein the divine 


_ wonders are manifeſted; the living temple which 


the Divinity inhabits, and by. this means he comes 


up to the end and deſign which God chad in cre- 
ating him, and is himſelf the greateſt of all wonders. 


He has not only paradiſe and life in him, but he 


himſelf becomes in ſome ſort; a tree of life to 


thoſe, who, wanting faith to abide ſolely by the 


diuine inſtinft in them, have oft times need of an 
external help, which the Divine Goodneſs ſends 
them by this means. 
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